
���� ������������ ���� ���������������������������� 				 
���
���
���
��� ����
James 3:1-13 
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“I hate you!” 
“You’re the greatest!” 
“I’m lonely.” 
 These phrases demonstrate the power of your 

words.  That should some as no surprise.  After all, 
Genesis 1:1 tells us God used words to create the 
universe!  The words you use have the awesome 

ability to encourage, communicate, harm and confuse.  James devotes nearly a whole 
chapter to the topic of the tongue.  With this lesson, you can gain a better understanding of 
James’ words about our speech. 
 

Read James 3:1-13 
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“I  don’t think you’re a pig.” 
“I don’t  think you’re a pig.” 
“I don’t think  you’re a pig.” 
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Read the story below and then discuss the questions that follow: 
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·  When have you felt like Michelle Pfeiffer?  Give an  example. 
·  How do you think Michelle’s life might be different  if that teacher had said, “I 

don’t think you have much talent”? 
·  How does it make you feel to know that five simple words can have such a 

powerful influence on a person’s life? 
 

(Read James 3:2 again) 
 

·  If we believe what James says about the power of wo rds, how might that 
change the way we think and act this week?  
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