James 1:12-18

Read James 1:12-18

The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste

There were once forty soldiers, all Christians who were members of the
famed Twelfth Legion of Rome’s imperial army. One day their captain told them
Emperor Licinius had sent out an edict that all soldiers were to offer sacrifices to
the pagan gods. The Christians replied, “You can have our armor and even our
bodies, but our hearts’ allegiance belongs to Jesus Christ.”

| was midwinter of A.D. 320, and the captain had them marched onto a
nearby frozen lake. He stripped them of their clothes and said they would either
die or renounce Christ. Throughout the night these men huddled together
singing their song, “Forty Martyrs for Christ.” One by one the temperature took
its toll and they fell to the ice.

At last there was only one man left. He lost courage and stumbled to
shore, where he renounced Christ. The officer of the guards had been watching
all this. Unknown to the others, he had secretly come to believe in Christ.

When he saw this last man break rank, he walked out onto the ice, threw off his
clothes, and confessed that he also was a Christian. When the sun rose the
next morning, there were forty bodies of soldiers who had fought to the death
for Christ.

James tells us in verse 12 that if we persevere through trials that someday we will be
rewarded. If you willingly stand for Christ, even when threatened with death as above,
you can be assured that one day you will live and reign with Him forever.

When faced with trials of any kind, have you said or heard someone say, “God, why are
you doing this to me?” Why do we say this?

James pleads with us not to blame our temptations on God. He says that God cannot
tempt or be tempted. Why can’t God tempt or be tempted?

The Bible tells us that God tests us (Gen. 22:1). What is the difference between testing
and tempting?




Satan tempts us (Matt. 4:1; 1Cor. 7:5; 1 Thess. 3:5) in order to make us
fall; God tests us in order to confirm our faith (Ex. 20:20) or prove our
commitment (Deut. 8:2).

Read 1 Cor. 10:13 What good news does this verse give us?

Who actually tempts us and how does he do it according to James (list out the three
stages of temptation according to James and discuss them as a group)?

Have someone read the story below:

PRAYING FOR GOD’S GUIDANCE

There was once an overweight guy who always stopped by a bakery on his
way to work in the morning to pick up some goodies for the staff coffee break.
He finally decided to go on a diet. In order to avoid the temptation to eat rich
sweets, he began taking a different route to work so he didn’t have to go by the
bakery and be tempted. The entire office staff encouraged him as he dieted.

One day, however, he had to do an errand in the neighborhood of the

bakery on the way to work. As he approached the bakery he said to himself,
“Maybe God wants me to stop at the bakery this morning and pick up some
goodies for the office staff.” So he prayed, “Lord, if you want me to stop at the
bakery this morning, make a parking spot available right in front of the bakery so
there is no question in my mind.” And, sure enough, there it was, a parking spot,
right in front of the bakery — on his sixth trip around the block.

Temptation wouldn’t be temptation unless you desired it. Sometimes we try to
rationalize what we want to do by claiming it is God’s will. Instead we should bend our
will totally to God’s will even though our desires tell us otherwise.

Discuss how verses 16-18 fit into the picture?

SUMMARY: When we are faced with trials and temptations we should count it pure joy
because it makes us who we are. Perseverance through these trials will bless us with
eternal life. God never tempts us because everything good comes from Him. He will
never allow us to be tempted by Satan more than we can bear, and when we are
tempted He will provide a way out. Remember, all good comes from God, all evil
comes from Satan. It's as simple as that.




