James 1:9-11
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Among all James’ discussion of trials, why would he start talking about the poor and
rich?

The poor and rich are discussed a great deal throughout the New Testament. Even in
the book of James. Most of the time it is a warning to those who are rich. Why do you
think that is?

Read: Mark 10:17-25; 1 Tim. 6:10; 1 Peter 1:24-25

Have someone read the story below:

The Native American and the Cricket

A Native American and his friend were in
downtown New York City, walking near Times Square
in Manhattan. It was during the noon lunch hour and
the streets were filled with people. Cars were
honking their horns, taxicabs were squealing around
corners, sirens were wailing, and the sounds of the city were
almost deafening.
Suddenly the Native American said, “l hear a cricket.”
His friend said, “What? You must be crazy. You couldn’t
possibly hear a cricket in all of this noise!”
“No, I'm sure of it,” the Native American said. *“I
heard a cricket.”
“That’s crazy,” said the friend.




The Native American listened carefully for a moment, and then walked across the
street to a big cement planter where some shrubs were growing. He looked into the
bushes, beneath the branches, and sure enough, he located a small cricket. His friend
was utterly amazed.

“That’s incredible,” said his friend. “You must have super-human ears!”

“No,” said the Native American. “My ears are no different from yours. It all
depends on what you're listening for.”

“But that can't be!” said the friend. “I could never hear a cricket in this noise.”

“Yes, it's true,” came the reply. “It depends on what is really important to you.
Here, let me show you.”

He reached into his pocket, pulled out a few coins, and discreetly dropped them on
the sidewalk. And then, with the noise of the crowded street still blaring in their ears,
they noticed every head within twenty feet turn and look to see if the money that tinkled
on the pavement was theirs.

“See what | mean?” asked the Native American. “It all depends on what's
important to you.”

What is important to you? What do you listen for? Is it the sound of the things of this
world, or the sound of service to the Lord that you look and listen for? Discuss as a

group.

James discusses the rich and poor at this point in order to help them understand that
those who are poor and suffering ought to count it pure joy. Those who are rich will

someday find themselves in low positions, possibly even losing all wealth, but he or she
should count that pure joy. You see, the things on this earth will pass away. Leaving
all of us the way we came into the world, with nothing. You cannot count on the things
of this world. The only thing you can count on is God and His love for you. You can’t
take anything from this world with you except the love God has given you and the
service you performed for Him on this earth.

Where is your focus? God or the world? What do you need to do about it?




