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James 1:5-8 

 

Read James 1:5-8 
 
DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS A GROUP: 
�  What would wisdom have to do with verses 2-4? 

�  As a group, define wisdom. 

�  Read:  Proverbs 2:1-15; 3:13-14 

�  What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

�  Why would James tell us to ask God for wisdom instead of knowledge when facing 

trials? 

�  Verses 6-8 tell the reader how to ask God for wisdom.  Doubt usually creeps in when 
we allow our heads to get in the way of our hearts.  We must believe that our requests to 
God will be answered.  We know that wisdom comes from the power of God.  But if we 
doubt His power, our request for wisdom or for anything will be denied.  Faith is very 
important to God.  James brings up this point at a good time.   

Wisdom is not just acquired information but practical insight with spiritual implications.  
Your actions are not just directed by your mind, but by both your heart and mind.  When 
we pray using this kind of wisdom, we pray believing that God will answer our prayer.  In 
other words, when we pray, we pray wisely. 
 
�  Have someone read the following poem and discuss how it relates to verses 6-8: 
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�  I have one last story that I would like you to read.  I feel that it sums up this entire 

lesson.  It is a bit humorous, but it has a great point.  After you read the story, discuss 
how it relates to James 1:5-8. 

 
 
 
 



This is a true story: 
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�  When you allow your own thinking rather than God’s wisdom to guide you, you will 

inevitably end up off course.   
 
 
As a group, pray to God that He would give each of us wisdom that only comes from 

Him. 
 
 


