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Miller, Jim and Yolanda. Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians & Philippians: 12 sessions on grace, growth, freedom,
and faith. 93-107. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2001.

Philippians 1:12-26
During this session students will—

• Recognize that God’s work may get done in ways that they don’t understand or agree with—or even by
people whose motives are plainly wrong.

• Understand that despite the loss, grief, and often tragedy in death, the death of a Christian is a welcome
into the presence of Christ.

Inform your teaching

Sometimes it’s just the deed that counts (and forget the moti ve)
You probably wouldn’t want to know how many Christian churches and denominations, how many Christian
organizations and agencies and businesses, were started in order to do the work of the gospel in the “right”
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way. Find five similar churches in a town, and because none of them does worship in quite the “right” way,
another church pops up to make sure that the “right” way gets done. Find a dozen Christian organizations in the
country whose goals are almost identical—caring for third-world children, or publishing Christian books, or
recruiting and training missionaries—and you’ll find a dozen more start up in order to do the work the “right”
way.

It’s not about you
The work of the gospel, the sharing of the love and power of Jes us, doesn’t have to

be done your way for it to get done. This week do a heart-level c heck on your own
motives for ministry. What are your motives for leading or wo rking with your youth
group? Are your motives tinged just a little w ith wanting to k eep kids from migrating to
the megachurch across town that has its own youth gym, youth b and, and youth service
every Saturday night? Or w ith the conviction that you’re doi ng youth work “right”— not
wrong like the other churches in town? Or are you in youth mini stry simply (though
probably unconsciously) to boost your ego or to put yourself in a place where you’re
valued?

Not that variety and diversity are bad. We need lots of ways to do what Christians need to do for the world
and for each other. It just makes one wonder what an organization’s motives are for launching itself. Is it
thinking—

• “Finally, we’re gonna do this job the right way, the biblical way, not like Ministry A or Organization B—in
fact, I sometimes wonder if they’re even Christian.”

• “Hey, Christians are buying this stuff like crazy. Let’s get in there and make some profit on it.”
• “Whoa, our radio ministry competitor is pulling huge ratings. We can’t be left behind…gotta increase our

market share.”

The good news, the Bible says, is that the gospel work is getting done, regardless of motives. At least
that’s what Paul wrote to the Philippians.

It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry , but others out of goodwill.
The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defe nse of the gospel. The
former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely , supposing that they can stir up
trouble for me while I am in chains. But what does it matter? Th e important thing is that in
every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is prea ched. And because of this I
rejoice. (1:15-18)

This is not an easy truth to swallow. That other Christians do the work of the ministry in ways you don’t
agree with may irritate you, offend you, may actually punish you—but if the gospel is getting to the people who
need it, sometimes it just doesn’t matter if you like how it’s getting there. Sometimes doing a Christian task
your way just gets in the way.

Paul wrote that the gospel was more important than his ego, his feelings, even his well-being. Prison,
beatings, competitors’ or adversaries’ dubious motives for ministering—none of these mattered to Paul.
Others would have to answer to God about their motives and methods, not to Paul. All Paul cared about was
that the gospel was getting out there, and that’s what it was all about, and that was enough.

A good death
Never far from Paul’s mind was the prospect of death, basically because his message stirred up such hatred
among some listeners (usually the ones who stood to lose influence and power if Paul’s message were
accepted by the masses). Yet to Paul death was hardly an event to be grieved. “For to me, to live is Christ,” he
wrote, “and to die is gain.” And he had a tough time choosing which was better—living or dying.

If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labo r for me. Yet what shall I
choose? I do not know ! I am torn between the two: I desire to dep art and be with Christ,
which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I r emain in the body.

This was a huge thing for Philippian readers to grasp. The idea of heaven may be commonplace to the
21st-century industrialized and Christianized West, but what the typical Greek grew up with in ancient times
was the idea of hades, the gray, nondescript dwelling of the dead and departed—only one destination for all
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the dead—of shadow-souls, cut off from the sun and color and senses and delights of this world. Not exactly a
fiery hell of eternal punishment, but not anything to look forward to, either.

So to read Paul actually anticipating death was a new and hopeful twist on religion in the ancient world.
Not that Paul had a death wish, but only that he recognized physical death not as The End, but as a transition to
a better mode of existence: to be with Christ! It doesn’t get any better than that, he wrote. Yet he was willing to
postpone his own pleasure (!) for the sake of Christians in Philippi and elsewhere who still needed him.

This is a tenet that puts Christianity at odds with paganism, whether ancient or modern. There are worse
things than the death of a believer, Christianity teaches, as grievous or horrific as that death may be. As
darkest midnight must come before the dawn, as Good Friday must come before Easter Sunday, so death
must be passed through before one enters the best of all times and places: eternity with the living Jesus who’s
been lovingly dogging your footsteps for all your earthly life, and whom now you see, finally, face to face.

[strange-but-true option]

Good news or goofy news?

• a copy of Good News of the
Gospel or Just Goofy News?
Handout (pages 99-101) for each
student

• pencils

Take a look at Good News of the Gospel or Just Goofy News?
Handout (pages 99-101) before you lead this activity, which introduces the
idea of motives behind and methods of Christian evangelization or outreach.
As you probably already know, Paul was fairly tolerant in this matter (see
Inform Your Teaching at the beginning of this session)—probably more
tolerant than your students.

But let’s find out. You can do this activity in a number of ways, so choose
the way that fits your group, its size, its sophistication, et cetera. Try it all

together as one group, while you read the items aloud and students react…or together in one group with each
student individually completing the sheet…or in small groups, each student with her own sheet, or a leader
reading the items and facilitating discussion…or whatever works for you.

[current events investigation option]

News search—good, goofy, worst

• a stack of old newspapers, back
issues of magazines— Time,
Newsweek , U.S. News & World
Report, Christianity Today (point
to students to the news section
in the back half), Charisma,
some of your Youthworker
issues (the “Update” section), et
cetera

• a slip for each small group, cut
apart from a photocopy of News
Search--Good, Goofy, Worst
Handout (page 102)

• a goofy prize—like the newstand
issue of The National Enquirer or
a similar
Madonna-Has-Alien’s-Baby

In small groups, have your kids look through the newspapers and magazines
for nominees for the following categories.

• Best Good News
• Goofiest Good News
• Good News Achieved in the Worst Way
• Best Achievement by Worst Person
• Worst Achievement by Best Person

Photocopy this list of categories in News Search--Good, Goofy, Worst
Handout (page 102), and cut the slips apart for your small groups. Create
more categories (or different categories) if you want, too. Of course, if
students are particularly aware of current events or know their history, they
can nominate present or past news items they know about, whether or not
they’re in your newspapers or magazines.

Take 10 minutes or so—and if you want, leave time at the end for small
groups to share their finds with everyone.
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gossip sheet
• pencils

[small group Bible-snooping option]

Wrong motive, good deaths

• Copies of Wrong Motives, Good
Deaths Handout (page 103) for
each student

• pencils

To make the transition to the Bible study, say something like—

As we’ve seen, good news comes in all kinds, varieties,
and shades. And sometimes good news comes in
unexpected packages.

Now choose points from below that you want to make and summarize them in your own words—or, if you
prefer, just read them verbatim.

About motives…

• You’ve heard people say—or said yourself, after a mediocre gift was given—or after a
failed attempt at doing something good: “Well, it was the tho ught that counts.” Here in
chapter 1 of his letter to the Philippians, Paul says the opposite: It’ s the deed that
counts, not the thought. Or you can say it this way: “So someon e did a good thing for
wrong motives? So what?”

• Paul isn’t being flippant here, but he is pointing out what’ s really important when it comes
to the ministry of the gospel—getting the good news out to the people who need it. Paul
points out that since news got around that he was in jail, othe rs picked up where he left
off and started preaching and sharing like crazy. Some of the se Christians did the work
of the ministry to support Paul, while others did it to compet e with him, or because they
were jealous of his success and wanted the same star billing t hat Paul got.

• And how did Paul react, when all this got back to him in his dam p, cold jail cell? Big deal,
he said—I don’t care why they’re speaking the Word of God, whether to hurt me or help
me. The gospel was more important than his ego, he wrote, bigg er than his feelings,
bigger than even his well-being. Prison, beatings, competi tors’ or adversaries’ selfish
motives for ministering—none of these mattered to Paul. Oth ers would have to answer
to God about their motives and methods, not to Paul. All Paul c ared about was that the
gospel was getting out there, and that’s what it was all about , and that was enough.

• So what does this say about Christians who minister in ways yo u don’t agree with? It may
irritate you, offend you, may actually punish you—but if the gospel is getting to the people who need
it, sometimes it just doesn’t matter if you like how it’s gett ing there. Sometimes doing a Christian
task your way just gets in the way.

About Christian death…

• Even if getting the gospel out there spelled his death, Paul really wasn’t concerned. Listen
to what he writes —

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on liv ing in the body, this will
mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not kn ow ! I am torn between the
two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by f ar; but it is more necessary for
you that I remain in the body.

• Not that Paul had a death wish. He simply recognized physica l death not as The End, but
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as a transition to a better mode of existence: to be with Chris t! It doesn’t get any better
than that, he wrote. Yet he was willing to postpone his own ple asure (!) for the sake of
Christians in Philippi and elsewhere who still needed him.

Then distribute copies of Wrong Motives, Good Deaths Handout (page 103) to all the students, get into
small groups (preferably with an adult in each group), and let ’em start talking about the passage.

[readers theater option]

Behind bars

• three students
• three copies of Behind Bars

Script (pages 104-105), one for
each reader

Use this Behind Bars Script (pages 104-105) readers’ theater option if you
want to explore the aspect of the imprisonments of Paul, springboarding
from verses 12-14 in this session’s Philippians passage.

Now I want you to know , brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the gospel. As
a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace
guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ.

Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have bee n encouraged to speak the
word of God more courageously and fearlessly .

If you can, provide stools for the actors, although chairs will do fine, or the actors can stand if necessary. As
with any readers theater performance—

• The scene is most convincing if rehearsed, even if it’s read through only once or twice before your
meeting.

• Try to choose actors who can read somewhat dramatically, interpreting their lines, not just reading them
in a monotone.

• Actors should sit (or stand) in a row across the front of the room.

Notice that about 30 seconds into the script is a chance for your whole group to join the actors—at the part
where Paul and Silas are in prison, “singing hymns to God”—by singing together a couple or three short songs
that are familiar to your group. If you want to do this, decide ahead of time what songs those are, and prep your
actors for them.

• one or two readers, each of them
with a copy of A Litany of Hope
Handout (page 106)

Decide ahead of time if you will read the responsive prayer A Litany of
Hope Handout (page 106), or if a student reader will—and if you use two
readers, they may want to alternate items. Then say something to this
effect—

We’ve explored some dark, uncomfortable aspects of
our faith—the questionable motives of some

Christians…what happens when a society’s legal code permit s the imprisonment of
Christians just for being Christians.

Yet the Bible goes out of its way to remind us that there is no ne edless trouble,
problems, or suffering—that, whatever or whoever you belie ve is the source of the trouble,
God somehow, eventually, turns it all to good for his childre n.

After all, Paul doesn’t say to the Philippians “Rejoice in th e Lord always. I will say it
again: Rejoice!” for nothing. He’s in prison, they’re suffe ring, problems on all sides—and
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the appropriate response, at least for starters, is to rejoi ce.
Let’s close on that note right now.

Now call up the student readers, and instruct the group—

After each line of this prayer, respond together: “We will re joice in the Lord always!”

Does God cause, control, or redeem trouble?
It is no secret that Christians disagree widely about the rel a tionship of God and

problems. We’re not talking problems like trying to find a pa rking place in a crowded
mall lot, but problems with a capital P—horrific tragedy, di sease, victimization, abuse of
all kinds, ethnicide—evil, plain and simple and stark. If Go d is God, what business does
he have causing or even allow ing such trouble?

Here’s an extremely simplified, very general version of the subject (about which
shelves and shelves of books have been written):

• On one side of this doctrinal teeter-totter are Christians who believe that God controls
everything (though some shy away from saying God causes ever ything)— good, bad,
and otherw ise (how could an omnipotent God let anything slip by him?)— and that it’s
actually all good, and that it only appears bad or evil to us be cause of our limited
perspective. In short, God causes (or controls) all things— what seems bad to us as well
as what seems good— for our spiritua l welfare.

• On the other side are Christians who believe that God can be G od without controlling
everything. These Christians are unwilling to believe that God is in any way
responsible for the world’s horrors—which are caused not by God, they point out, but
by the fallen human condition, or sin. Yet they believe that t here is no horror that God
can’t somehow redeem—no tragedy that God can’t eventually t urn to some good for
his children. In short, God does not cause problems or traged ies, but redeems them for
our welfare.

Of course, there is plenty of room on this teeter-totter to sl ide between and even beyond
these two positions.

Session 8 Hand-Outs

Good News of the Gospel or Just Goofy News ? Handout



CreativeCreativeCreativeCreative     BibleBibleBibleBible     LessonsLessonsLessonsLessons
InformInformInformInform     YourYourYourYour     TeachingTeachingTeachingTeaching Page 7Page 7Page 7Page 7

Good News of the Gospel or Just Goofy News?
Handout
As we’ll discover a little later, St. Paul had a thing or two to say
about motives and methods of sharing the good news of the
gospel. (A clue—he was probably more tolerant than you are.)
Rate each of the following items—they’re all absolutely true—
according to how effective an outreach you think it is to
non-Christians and unchurched persons, from 1 (not even
Christian) to 10 (right on target). Simply mark (an X, your initial,
a sketch of your pet, whatever—be creative) somewhere along
the line to indicate your rating.
[newspaper article]
After the Preaching, Nashville Churchgoers Get Their Reward
NASHVILLE—A horde of faithful Baptists and some
“backsliders” showed passes to off-duty policemen, proving they
attended Sunday services, then crowded into a supermarket to
buy half-price groceries as a reward.
“Some folks feel it was a gimmick to get people to church,” said
the Rev. Paul Durham, pastor of the Tadnor Baptist Church. “I
confess. It was a gimmick.”
But watching the crowd, which included some backsliders who
had not regularly attended the church, he said, “This is a great
success. I see lots of new faces here.”

1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[ advertisement ]

Church of Swing Dancing
A Full Gospel Family Fellowship * Paul Benton, Pastor * National Headquarters * Buena Park, CA
FIND GOD THRU DANCING…Every Sunday in “The Upper Room,” Santa Ana, CA.
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[ flier ]

Interdenominational Bible Study
Mystery Questions of the Virgin Birth
• Was Mary the Mother of God? • Is it significant that “Santa” has the same letters as “Satan”?
• Did Mary keep a baby book on Jesus? • Did Jesus know he was the Messiah the day he was born?
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
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[newspaper artic le]

Winged—and a prayer
David Moore has created a truly updated edition of the Bible—
it’s bulletproof.
His pocket-size New Testament has a back cover made of
Plexiglas and a bullet-resistant film that can resist a .38-caliber
slug, he says.
Moore calls his $18.95 edition “God’s Armor,” after the passage
in Ephesians 6:11, which says, “Put on the whole armor of God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[ flier ]

Try Something Unusual This Halloween
CHAMBER OF MARTYRS • NO ONE UNDER 12 ADMITTED
• Truth Stranger Than Fiction…Cruel, Macabre, Inhuman, but
True!
• Dramatic Re-enactments of Those Who Gave Up Their Lives
Rather Than Giving Up Their Faith
• Christian Challenge Center, Wednesday, October 31, 6-10

p.m. • Proceeds given to relief efforts for the Boat People
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[ advertisement ]

24-Hour Telephone Answering Service
“Thou shalt call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry and He shall say, Here I am.” Isaiah 58:9
Action Answering Service • Englewood, CO
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[ newspaper photo caption]

Confessional On Wheels
A priest identifying himself as Father Joseph of Carmel, California, pedals around New York City towing a
portable confessional behind his bike. He calls it a “Portofess.” THE CHURCH MUST TAKE A MORE AGGRESSIVE

STANCE IN MEETING SINNERS, says the placard in his bike’s basket.
1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
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[newspaper artic le]

Christian-gram an alternative singing surprise
If you can send a “Balloon-gram” for $25 or a “strip-gram” for
$85, why not a “Christian-gram” for $30?
Such were the thoughts of Jack Jones, 19, the new president of
the Dallas-Ft. Worth area’s first religious singing messenger
service, “Sweet Inspirations.”
For $30 Jones’ crew of two women and two men will croon your
message anywhere in Dallas or Tarrant counties. They have
prepared Christian songs for birthdays, get well, anniversaries,
congratulations, and Valentine’s Day.
But you get more than a message for your money. “For $30 we’ll
sing your message and give the recipient a heart-shaped
brownie,” Jones explained. “When we’re through, we give them
a New Testament and lead in a word of prayer.”1
Not even Christian
Tacky at best
Okay if you don’t want to persuade anyone
Could work for a certain type of person
Right on target
10
[classified ad]
Available to share true-life experiences with youth groups .
Multidecorated Vietnam combat veteran walked point more than

250 times. Real-life experiences have inspired youth from coast to coast because this Rambo is
Christ-centered. For speaking engagement, contact…
If you can send a “Balloon-gram” for $25 or a “strip-gram” for $85, why not a “Christian-gram” for $30?
Such were the thoughts of Jack Jones, 19, the new president of the Dallas-Ft. Worth area’s first religious
singing messenger service, “Sweet Inspirations.”
For $30 Jones’ crew of two women and two men will croon your message anywhere in Dallas or Tarrant
counties. They have prepared Christian songs for birthdays, get well, anniversaries, congratulations, and
Valentine’s Day.
But you get more than a message for your money. “For $30 we’ll sing your message and give the recipient a
heart-shaped brownie,” Jones explained. “When we’re through, we give them a New Testament and lead in a
word of prayer.”
[classified ad]
INVEST IN AN AMERICAN STUDENT.Hard-working Christian graduate of Syracuse demoralized by
educational debt. Please help. Details: M. Vincent, Arnolds Bldg., 2792 Erie Blvd. East, Syracuse, NY 13224.
If you can send a “Balloon-gram” for $25 or a “strip-gram” for $85, why not a “Christian-gram” for $30?
Such were the thoughts of Jack Jones, 19, the new president of the Dallas-Ft. Worth area’s first religious
singing messenger service, “Sweet Inspirations.”
For $30 Jones’ crew of two women and two men will croon your message anywhere in Dallas or Tarrant
counties. They have prepared Christian songs for birthdays, get well, anniversaries, congratulations, and
Valentine’s Day.
But you get more than a message for your money. “For $30 we’ll sing your message and give the recipient a
heart-shaped brownie,” Jones explained. “When we’re through, we give them a New Testament and lead in a
word of prayer.”
All items from The Door (or The Wittenburg Door, an earlier titling of the same magazine). Sources in order of
their appearance above: Apr/May 1982, Apr/May 1985, Apr/May 1985, Nov/Dec 1995, Dec 1984/Jan 1985,
Dec 1980/Jan 1981, Jan/Feb 1993, Aug/Sep 1982, Jun/Jul 1986, Nov/Dec 1992.
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group.
www.YouthSpecial ties.com .

News Search —Good , Goofy , Worst Handout
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News Search—Good, Goofy , Worst
• Best Good News
• Goofiest Good News
• Good News Achieved in the Worst Way
• Best Achievement by Worst Person
• Worst Achievement by Best Person
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page
granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group. www.YouthSpecial ties.com .

Wrong motives , good deaths Handout

Wrong motives, good deaths Handout
First, read Philippians 1:12-26 aloud.
Then talk in your group about three or four of the questions
below that appeal to your group. You may want to jot down
some of your thoughts, or something that someone said that
struck you as memorable or helpful.
About motives for ministry…
• What does Paul say about Christians who minister, but whose
motives for ministry are wrong?
• Talk about wrong motives for otherwise good projects that you
have seen or heard about. How easy or difficult was it for you to
respond like Paul did?
• These verses talk about the wrong motives of others, to which
Paul’s response is “So what? The gospel’s still getting out there,
right?” But what if we’re the ones with wrong motives? Is this a
serious matter, or is it another “So what?” situation?
About death…
• If Hollywood agreed with Paul about death, how would movies
be different?
• Where is there room for grief and sadness in Paul’s otherwise
cheery view of death?
About anything…
• Anything in these verses that’s a puzzle to you? That just

doesn’t make sense?
• What one thing got your attention most of all in these verses? Why did it affect you the way it did?
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group.
www.YouthSpecial ties.com .
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Behind Bars Script Handout

Behind Bars Script
A readers’ theater of Acts 16:22-40 for three readers
If possible, actors should sit on stools across front of room.
Chairs will suffice for a smaller group, or actors can stand. In any
case, as is generally typical in readers’ theater, actors in this
scene do not leave their seats, but let their voices and
upper-body language do the acting for them.
Notice that about 30 seconds into the script there’s a chance for
the audience to join the actors in “singing hymns to God”—two
or three short songs familiar to your group. Decide ahead of
time what songs those are and how you’ll indicate to the
audience to join in.
READER 3: The magistrates ordered Paul and Silas to be
stripped and beaten, and the crowd joined in the attack.
READER 2: After Paul and Silas had been severely flogged,
they were thrown into prison,
READER 1: and the jailer was commanded to guard them
carefully.
READER 3: Upon receiving such orders, he put them in the
inner cell
READER 1: and fastened their feet in the stocks. About
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God,

READER 3: and the other prisoners were listening to them. (Here the Readers may sing a familiar song or
two, inviting the audience to join them.) Suddenly
ALL READERS: (loudly)there was such a violent earthquake
READER 3: (also loudly) that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
READER 2: At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. The jailer woke up,
READER 1: and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself
READER 2: because he thought the prisoners had escaped.
READER 3: But Paul shouted,
READER 1: Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!
READER 3: The jailer called for lights, rushed in,
READER 2: and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked,
READER 3: Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
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READER 2: They replied,
READERS 1 & 2: Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved—
READER 2: you and your household.
READER 1: Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him
READER 3: and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the
night the jailer took them and washed their wounds;
READER 2: then immediately he and all his family were
baptized.
READER 1: The jailer brought them into his house
READER 2: and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy
because
READERS 2 & 3: he had come to believe in God—
ALL READERS: he and his whole family.
READER 1: When it was daylight, the magistrates sent their
officers to the jailer with the order:
READER 2: Release those men.
READER 1: The jailer told Paul,
READER 3: The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas
be released. Now you can leave. Go in peace.
READER 2: But Paul said to the officers:
READER 1: (incredulously)They beat us publicly without a trial,
even though we are Roman citizens, and threw us into prison.

And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! Let them come themselves and escort us out.
READER 2: The officers reported this to the magistrates,
READER 3: and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they were alarmed. They came to
appease them
READER 1: and escorted them from the prison, requesting them to leave the city. After Paul and Silas came
out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house,
READER 3: where they met with the brothers
ALL READERS: and encouraged them.
END
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A litany of hope Handout
Responsive prayer
Two student readers alternate lines—or a single reader can
read it all, or you can read it all yourself .
Ask students to repeat “We will rejoice in the Lord always!” after
each line you read.
• Joseph told his brothers who had sold him into slavery and
prison, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good
to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives.”(We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
• And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
(We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
• Because we are confident of this, that he who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus. (We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
• For God comforts all who mourn, and provides for those who
grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of
praise instead of a spirit of despair. (We will rejoice in the Lord
always!)
• When people do the work of God without the spirit of Christ…
(We will rejoice in the Lord always!)

• When we ourselves fall into doing good things for selfish motives… (We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
• When we face our own deaths, whether soon or later… (We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
• When death takes us to Christ’s side and we see him face to face… (We will rejoice in the Lord always!)
(Everyone) Amen.
Bible verses adapted for this litany: Genesis 50:20, Romans 8:28, Philippians 1:6, Isaiah 61:3
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