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Galatians 3:1-25
During this session students will—

» Recognize that rules are meant to keep us in a path that will lead us to faith in Christ.
* Feel the tension between the freedom of coming to God by faith in Christ, and the need to guide their
choices by the laws God has revealed under the guidance of godly leaders.

Inform your teaching

If it's good for the goose, it's good for the gander...or is it ?
The premise of Paul's letter to the Galatians is this: the good news, the gospel of Jesus, is that we are saved
by grace, not by keeping Moses’ law...by a gift to us, not an effort by us.

But there’s still good reason to follow the Law of Moses, Paul is quick to add.
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Think of the law as a guardian, he wrote—a nanny, so to speak—who takes care of us until Christ comes.
Before we knew God through Jesus, the best we could do was to follow God’'s laws as he gave them to
Moses. But since Christ has come, we’re not subject to the Law of Moses—we’re free in Christ.
Woo-hoo! Par-tay!

Why you do what you do
This week, notice and list whatever disciplines or rules you follow—rules that keep
your soul on a safe path. Which ones are personal and, however strongly you feel about
them, rules you don’t expect other Christians to follow? On t he other hand, which rules
are pretty cut-and-dried as far as you’re concerned—true fo r you because they apply to
everyone?

Hold on a minute. Yes, salvation is now available apart from the law—namely, by grace. Still, Paul wrote,
the law has a sacred place in the experience of Christ's church. Even Jesus said that he came to fulfill the law,
not to abolish it (Matthew 5:17). Which stops one short of tossing the Torah, because there’s still a place for
Moses’ law in God’s plan for us. And Paul up and says itin Galatians 3:23-25:

Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, loc ked up until faith should
be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ th at we might be justified by
faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supe rvision of the law.

And there you have it: the law was a supervisor until we came of age in Christ.

Two extremes of truth
A person can take this truth, as they can take any truth, and do exactly what Jesus doesn't want:

» Exploit and abuse the truth of our freedom in Christ, or
» Enforce this truth on all Christians.

Either extreme is just plain wrong—nowhere near what a simple reading of this letter shows is Paul's main
point. Most of us have heard our share of sermons on one of these extremes—sermons that rein us in, that aim
to dissuade us from using our freedom in Christ to live as if every day is Mardi Gras.

What we hear less often is how, sometimes, the same truth can look different on different Christians. Paul
himself warned the churches in Rome (chapter 14) and in Corinth (chapters 7-8) about this quirk when it came
to marriage, food, and circumcision. In other words, sometimes biblical truth means discovering what God
wants you to do, then doing it—without thinking that it's God’s will for everybody.

It seems like a universal tendency for us to define spirituality for everyone by the lifestyle that works best
for our spiritual growth. This is an especially seductive temptation among persons in spiritual or ministry
leadership.

The same thing was going on when Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians. Because of their covenant with
God as mediated by Moses, the Jews were committed to obeying the law. As with most rule-keeping systems,
more rules were gradually added to clarify the original rules. If God said, “Don’t work on the Sabbath,” then
some leaders taught the people, “This means don't walk further than you would have to walk to pull your donkey
out of a ditch.” Or “Don’t start a fire on the Sabbath—that’s work. Just keep Sabbath Eve’s fire going.” Or
“Cooking is work. On the Sabbath, just eat cold food.” And so on.

Christian leaders have been notorious for doing just that to teenagers. Meaning well, said leaders want to
keep kids on the paths of righteousness—so they legislate minutia. And kids respond the same way the Jews
did—they dutifully obey all the jots and tittles their elders dictate for them, and in the course of toeing a spiritual
line that Jesus never intended them to toe, they lose sight of Emmanuel, God with us. Or else they rationalize
their disobedience of the synthetic rules and gradually lose the capacity to discern these man-made rules from
God’s original (and usually simpler) rules. Then they simply rationalize their way through all rules regarding their
spiritual life—true rules as well as bogus rules.

Teenagers deserve better from us. Life is difficult, life is complex, and kids see right through us when we
tell them otherwise. By the same token, Christis merciful, Christ promises to walk with us through all the
difficulty and complexity. And if we take a stab at living as though this is true, kids will again see right through
us—but see Jesus, this time.
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[ethics/opinion option]

Decisions, decisions

You could say this activity offers visible, kinetic translations of each person’s

ethical priorities—plus it gets your students thinking specifically about how

we temper freedom with rules.

« Just you, your group, and the The instructions in one sentence: after you read the each statement
instructions below below, students indicate their responses by moving one way or another about

the room. Start by say something like—

I’'m going to describe a situation and then ask you to walk—

* to one side of the room if you make one particular choice,
« to the other side if you make the opposite choice, or
« to the middle of the room if you're not sure.

I'll wait until you all make your move before giving you furth er details—circumstances
that might make you rethink your decision. If those details ¢ ause you to change your mind,
you can move to the place in the room that reflects your new dec ision.

During the activity, notice when people change their minds.

Ready? Everybody in the middle of the room? Okay, first situa tion:

* You've justlearned how to print a fake report card from your computer—right after failing
math for the semester. Do you print one or not? (If you print, m ove to the side of the
room to my left. If you don’t print, move to my right. If you're not sure, stay in the
middle.)

Further details:

—What if you know your parents will find out what you did two ye ars from now—say, when
you're in college? (Anyone who changes his mind may move now.)
—What if your mom is best friends with your teacher? (Anyone who changes her mind may
move now.)
* You look over and see someone cheating on an English test. Do you tell or not?

Further details:

—What if it's your boyfriend or girlfriend?
—What if the cheater will mess up the curve?

* Your friend calls you at 1 a.m. He’s been drinking and needs a ride home but doesn’t want to
call his parents. Do you drive him or not?
Further details:

—Whatif you don’t have a license?
—What if you think he might be an alcoholic?
—What if he or she is the opposite sex?

* You've got tickets to see

[fill in the blank with the name of some primo show or concert], but you're supposed to work the
evening shift at The Gap. Your boss is very strict about emplo yees keeping their work schedules. Do
you call in sick or not?
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Further details:

—What if you're quitting in two weeks?
—What if your boss skips work sometimes?

» One of your friends has a crush on someone, but that person as ks you out. It's someone
you're kind of interested in. Do you go out with your friend’s crush?
Further details:

—What if you know it would end your friendship?
—What if this person had already broken up with you before?

» Someone asks you to donate money for [name a local cause, or o ne that your kids may be
sympathetic toward]. You're almost broke and really want to go to a movie. Would you
give your money to the charity?

Further details:

—What if the charity is for dying children?
—What if you have a relative who’'d benefit from the charity?
» Someone asks you to move out of your house, drop out of school , and live in a homeless
shelter to help feed the poor. Would you?
Further details:

—What if you could finish school later?
—What if Jesus asked you?
Debrief the activity by recalling some of those changes. Lead the group to discuss them by saying—

Some of you who changed your mind about [read that situation again] —would you tell
why your decision first seemed right and then not right?

[humorous option]

Wicked Wanda

This is a spontaneous melodrama—one of those hilarious, boisterous,
no-rehearsal, slapsticky skits that get kids involved—whether they're
hamming up front as impromptu actors or sitting in the audience cheering for

+ a copy of The Fairy Tale of the good guys, hissing the bad guys, and getting nearly as animated as the
Wicked Wanda Script (pages onstage actors. It's also an effective (albeit goofy) introduction to a biblical
53-54) for someone to read from point.

* @ narrator (you, maybe?) and at Here’s how to get the most mileage out of a spontaneous melodrama.

least eight impromptu actors
¢ a bag of Gummi Worms
» soda crackers

Get your actors up front, assign them their parts (animate or inanimate), and
tell them to do whatever you read in a broad, hammy way. When you read,
“And the frog croaked, ‘Okay, have it your way'—and promptly fell over
dead,” the croakier the student frog’s voice as he repeats the line, and the more outlandish his falling over and
twitching in his death throes, the better.

First read through The Fairy Tale of Wicked Wanda Script (pages 53-54) so you have a feel for the
script. Recruit at least eight students and move them to center stage as part of the cast of this spontaneous
melodrama—though you can use up to six students each for the parts of Whistleberry Bushes and Warbling
Wrens.

Instruct your actors to this effect—

I'll narrate the spontaneous melodrama. When in the story 1 d escribe something your
character is doing, you act it out. If | read that you say somet hing, you say it. If | read that
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you do something, you do it. Be outlandish and big and bold. Ready?

Then start the script.

[observation & interpretation
option]

What's really happening here?

Galatians 3:15-29

* Bibles

* pencils

* a copy of What's Really
Happening Here? Handout
(pages 55-56) for each student

» a couple sets of colored pencils
per group

« if at all possible, an adult
facilitator for each small group
(not to steer kids into the “right”
answers, but to clarify and
possibly exemplify the stepsin
this Bible study)

Paul wrote Galatians, scholars say, in the same formal and highly structured
style that legal cases were argued in Roman courts—tight, well-reasoned,
and persuasive, with anecdotes that illustrate and support one’s argument.
Chapter 3, verses 15-29 is one piece of Paul's argument in Galatians.

Students ready to attempt the study skills of observation and
interpretation can use What's Really Happening Here? Handout  (pages
55-56) to note repeated words, cross-references, and the train of Paul's
argument. This works best if there is an adult facilitator with the group. Be
sure you or the adult facilitators at least skim this handout yourselves so you
can explain it to and possibly adapt it for your students.

[small group Bible-snooping option]

Answering the Galatians’ mail

* Bibles

* pencils

« copies of Answering the
Galatians' Mail Handout (page
57)

Hand out copies of Answering the Galatians' Mail Handout (page 57) and

ask students to form groups of four or five after your explanation. Say
something like—

It's a no-brainer that there are certain rules you should
follow—even if you have a high level of freedom. Driving, for
example, brings a freedom that most kids long to enjoy. That
freedom remains freeing only when people on the roads

follow the rules of the road. It's obvious that otherwise tha t freedom brings suffering and
death.

Paul was walking a line between legalism and libertarianism when he wrote Galatians.
Yes we're free in Christ—free from the bondage of trying to ob ey rules in order to getin
good with God. No, the rules—in particular Moses’ law—could n't give life the way faith in
Christ could—but on the other hand, it served a good purpose i n keeping Jews going in the
right direction until Christ could come. This is true for all believers—that obeying the laws
God gave to Israel keeps us in the path while Christ is being fo rmed in us. You don’t always
have instant change in all of your bad behavior the minute you receive Christ. Instead,
counting on the Holy Spirit who has made you new, you stay with in the rules given by God
and parents and godly leaders until you grow up in Christand b ecome skilled at making

wise choices.
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In your small groups, talk about how you would answer the ques tions about freedom
and law that Paul asked the Galatians.

Take time after the small groups meet to discuss some of the highlights of their discussions.

Litany of Grace

Tell the students you'll read a series of phrases. After each phrase they are to
respond by saying, “His love endures forever.” This litany is based on Psalm
136. Let this be your closing prayer. If you want it celebrative, have everyone

- one copy of Litany of Grace shout the final Amen! If you want a more devotional mood, consider
Handout (page 58) for the leader to |dismissing the meeting in silence after the Amen. Your call.
read

Session 4 Hand-Outs

The fairy tale of Wicked Wanda Script

A spontaneous melodrama

Cast

* Narrator

» Wicked Wanda

» Whistleberry Bushes (two to six students)

» Warbling Wrens (two to six students)

* Wolf

» Wildebeest (WILL-deh-beest)

* Woodsman

Give a handful of Gummi Worms to the Warbling Wrens

(they’ll need them to feed to Wicked Wanda) and a couple

to the Woodsman.

Narrator: Once upon a time, Wicked Wanda went for a walk.

She waddled along the wide walkway. “This path is way too

safe,” Wicked Wanda whined. (In fact, she couldn’t talk without

whining.)“l wanna get away to some more interesting path.” So

she wandered far from her original path—she walked in

circles—she walked in figure eights—she walked in spirals—

always finding a new path and taking it.

“Ooh, what about that path over there?” she wondered aloud.

And so Wicked Wanda whisked herself whimsically onto the

new path—and deeper into the woods. Little did Wicked Wanda
know that by wavering from the walkway, she would wind up getting wrapped in some wet whistleberry bushes
filled with Warbling Wrens. The nearsighted birds fluttered around until they flew right into Wicked Wanda and
fell to the ground, stunned. Then up they flew again, convinced they had to feed this big chick (who was still
caught in the wet whistleberry bushes). So they stuffed Wicked Wanda’s mouth with worms until her cheeks
were filled with worms, and worms hung out of her mouth. Then the Wrens warbled this warning: “It's way wiser
not to wander, but to return to the walkway.”
Said Wicked Wanda in a whisper that could be heard for miles, “lI will not go back to the wide walkway. It might
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be wiser, but it sure isn’'t as whimsical.”

Suddenly, without warning, a wild wolf came woofing out of the woods.

“Woof!” woofed the wolf with a furry voice.

“Woof yourself,” whined Wicked Wanda. “Don’t waste my weekend with your wagging tongue, you wacko.”
The wolf said, “I wasn'’t planning on wolfing you down. But now
that | see you're such a wise guy, | think I just got hungry again.
Here, fatten yourself up before | set the table.” And the wolf fed
Wicked Wanda soda crackers until she said, “Enough already!”
Then, just to see if she could do it, she whistled the first few bars
of “Our God Is an Awesome God.” The Wolf said, “Enough
already! Okay, | won’t wolf you down, but remember this:
Whenever we wander, it's wiser to return to the walkway.”
Wicked Wanda wondered about the wisdom of this. She said,
“Oh, Iwish my wrongdoing wouldn’t weigh on me,” and she
started to cry, loudly and continuously—as she pulled out her
hair—as she fell down, pounding the ground with her fists and
kicking, saying “l am such a worthlessly Wicked Wanda woman.
Then she got up, straightened her hair, and said, “Well, maybe
not all that bad.”
At that instant, along walked a wandering Wildebeest, who
whisked Wanda up on his back and bounded away, right
through the wet whistleberry bushes, scattering the bushes every
which way. “What in the world?” wailed Wicked Wanda to the
Wildebeest. “Now I'll never find my way!” Then the Wildebeest
dumped Wicked Wanda into the wet whistleberry bushes.
Wicked Wanda said in her whiny-as-usual voice, “Not again!”
The Wildebeest said, “Won’t you ever learn? Whenever we
wander, it's wiser to return to the walkway,” then turned and

disappeared from sight.

“Sounds familiar,” said Wicked Wanda. “But look at me now. Whatever | do won’'t get me back to the walkway!
My life’s a waste! 'm a wreck!” Warbling Wrens that flew by saw her and had pity, so they dropped some
worms for her out of their mouths. She ate a few to satisfy her appetite, and went to sleep. And started snoring.
Finally she snored so loudly she woke herself up. And there next to her stood a Woodsman, who said, “lam
here to answer an important need in your life.” Then the Woodsman knelt before Wicked Wanda, looked
wonderingly at her mouth, and said, “I can take care of those adenoids, you know. | mean, you're keeping the
entire forest awake with your snoring.”

Wicked Wanda leaped to her feet and shouted, “Don’'t talk to me about my adenoids, when I've wandered from
the way, 'm almost wolfed by a Wolf, I'm wounded by whistleberry bushes, 'm abandoned by a wandering
Wildebeest—Iook, I've got some big problems in my life, and snoring’s not one of them.” And she plopped
down on the ground, and stuck out her lower lip in a big pout. Then she stuck her tongue out at the Woodsman.
Then she tried to touch her nose with her tongue.

Said the Woodsman, “Yeccchh—if you stop that, | will take you to the right way again, okay?”

“You mean you know the way back?” Wicked Wanda asked.

“Yup,” said the Woodsman. “But you've got to trust me.”

To which Wicked Wanda replied, “Trusting isn’t easy for me, you know.”

“That's okay,” said the Woodsman. “Just do your best to follow me, and we’ll eventually get back to the way.
“Yowsa!” yelled Wicked Wanda. “If you can do that, | won't whine anymore! And neither will | wander!”

“Let’'s go then,” said the Woodsman. “Hey, you hungry? I've got some worms here.”

And with that, the Woodsman and Wicked Wanda wandered away, waiting and watching for a wondrous way
to the path she first walked.

END
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What's really happening here? Handout

Galatians 3:15-29

First, read straight through this passage aloud—

15 Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as
no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been
duly established, so itis in this case. 16 The promises were
spoken to Abraham and to his seed. [Genesis 12 and 15]

The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many
people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is
Christ. [Gen. 12:7;13:15; 24:7] 17 What | mean is this: The law,
introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant
previously established by God and thus do away with the
promise. [Exodus 19-24] 18 For if the inheritance depends on
the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his
grace gave itto Abraham through a promise.

19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added
because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise
referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels
by a mediator. 20 A mediator, however, does not represent just
one party; but God is one.

21 s the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God?
Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life,
then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But

the Scripture declares [Psalm 14:1-3] that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised,
being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.

23 Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 24 So the
law was put in charge to lead us to Christ [or in charge until Christ came] that we might be justified by faith. 25
Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.

26 You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham'’s seed, and heirs according to the

promise.

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.

www.YouthSpecialties.com.



Creative Bible Lessons
Inform Your Teaching

Page 9

Now do this—

» Pray and ask God to give you understanding of this Scripture
passage.

» Mark significant words that show up more than once with a
unique symbol. For instance, a form of promise shows up
several times. Mark it with a symbol—circle it, square it,
sunburst it, draw a heart, cross, or other symbol on top of the
word. You get the idea. You'll want to skim through the verses a
few times to do this. But don't start this yet, because there’s
more.

» Choose a distinctive color for that word’s symbol, too, so your
eye can readily pick up a theme. Use a different color for each
word symbol.

When you come across the following words, mark each group of
them as if they were the same word (because actually they're
synonymous in these verses):

— Mark all forms of the words promise, covenant, and
inheritance with the same color.

— Mark all forms of seeds, heirs, and sons with the same color.
— Mark all forms of faith, grace, and believe with the same color.
» Okay, enough of the detail work. What two or three symbols or
marks show up the most? When you cross your eyes and make
the paper look blurry—a Bible study method not recommended
by optometrists—what colors stand out the most? The marks

and the colors that most catch your attention are often the themes of the Bible passage you're observing. So

what's the theme of this passage?

* Who is Abraham’s seed? (The answer is in one of the cross-references.)

» Explain who else Paul considers to be heir of the promise along with the seed of Abraham.
» What problem does Paul address in these verses?

» Summarize Paul's argument in your own words.
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Answering the Galatians’ mail Handout

First, talk about this—

Its a no-brainer that there are certain rules you should follow—
even if you have a high level of freedom. Driving, for example,
brings a freedom that most kids long to enjoy. That freedom
remains freeing only when people on the roads follow the rules
of the road. It's obvious that otherwise that freedom brings
suffering and death.

Question: what have you learned so far in your life experience
that tells you that freedom stays free only when the free follow
wise rules?

Paul asks the Galatians numerous questions in chapter 3. In
your small group, take a shot at answering some of them. Put
a check beside questions you think are dumb (like when your
teacher yells at you and asks, “Do you just want to flunk out
and spend what remains of your short and miserable life living
under a bridge?”). But try to answer the questions that are valid
to you, even if they seem personal. If youre not comfortable
responding in the group, think through the answer just for your
own understanding.

» How did your new life begin? To what extent did you work your

head off to please God, and to what extent did you just let grace
flow in around you?
* Is it hard to imagine a God who lavishly provides you with his own presence, his Holy Sprit—a God who works
things in your life that you could never do for yourself? Or is it easier for you to imagine a God who does good
things for you only because you're earning them with your good, clean living?
Galatians 3:15-20
» What promises did God speak to Abraham? See Genesis 13:14-16, Genesis 17:2-8, and Galatians 3:9.
* Who is Abraham’s seed?
» Does the law invalidate the promises spoken to Abraham? Why not?
Galatians 3:21-25
» Could the law have made us righteous? Why or why not?
» What do you think Paul was imagining when he wrote about a world “imprisoned by sin”?
* Why did God give us commandments to follow?
* Why do we need the law?

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
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Litany of grace Handout

(based on Psalm 136)

Ask students to repeat “His loves endures forever” after

each line you read.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. (His love endures
forever)

Give thanks to the Lord of lords; (His love endures forever)

who by his understanding made the heavens, (His love endures
forever)

who brought Israel out from Egypt, (His love endures forever)
who divided the Red Sea and brought Israel through on dry land,
(His love endures forever)

who led his people through the desert, (His love endures
forever)

and gave them an inheritance. (His love endures forever)

Give thanks to the God of heaven, (His love endures forever)
who took our form—the form of a servant— (His love endures
forever)

and offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins, (His love endures
forever)

who rescues us and give us an inheritance with Jesus Christ.
(Reader and students together) Amen.
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