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Galatians 2:11-21

Galatians 5:1-12
During this session students will—

» Recognize in their culture temptations to heresy similar to the temptations posed by the Judaizers in
Galatia.

» Feel indignation over hypocrisy, like Paul might have felt. Yet they'll practice tempering that indignation
by extending grace to the offenders.
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something. In Peter's case, Paul felthe had to confront Peter publicly in order for the
Gentile Christians—including those in Galatia—to keep on | iving in the freedom given
them by Jesus. This week notice when you or Christians you kno w model this
sometimes-unpleasant, sometimes-confrontational aspec t of Christian freedom. You're
bound to end up with illustrations to bring your lesson home w here you and your
students are. Christian love isn’t always “nice,” as Paul de monstrates.

Inform your teaching

Face-off at Antioch
If you had to name the heavy hitters in first-century Christian circles, Peter and Paul [There were two large cities

would be at the top of your list. ElIsewhere in the New Testament these two named Antioch.

apostles generally see eye to eye—but in his letter to the Galatians, Paul recounts | pigidian Antioch in

how he publicly confronted Peter earlier in Antioch. It didn’t turn into a slugfest, southern Galatia)

thank goodness—at least it is highly unlikely that the man who later wrote that God '« Syrian Antioch (the Antioch
gives believers gifts of patience, joy, and peace would actually take a swing at of Acts 11, where Paul
another apostle. spent some time early in
In any case, Paul called Peter on the carpet for being a hypocrite. Apparently, his Christian experience)

Peter had been mingling with the new Gentile (non-Jewish) converts in Antioch just [This Antioch of this

fine, thank you. And this “mingling” was a huge thing. For millennia God had made |dinner-seating fiasco was

it clear thatin many ways, ritually and practically, Jews were not to mingle with probably the latter.
non-Jews. Then Peter himself got the new message from God (Acts 10) that Jews

are not superior to Gentiles. That Jewish rituals no longer determine one’s standing with God. That animal
sacrifices, the keeping of Jewish holy days, the abstention from certain foods, circumcision—to name just a
few of many Jewish requirements—were not required to be a Christian.

Remember that Christianity When they first heard these words, the eyes of Jewish followers of Jesus got
started off as a Jewish very, very wide. However much the Christian Jews loved Jesus, it wasn't an easy
phenomenon. Jesuslived as  ransition to try to share your life with—ick!—Gentiles. You don't just flush two

a Jew, most of his disciples ,,;sand years of strict obedience to Yahweh down the toilet. You might as well
were Jews, (e sacraments -, o expected Selma, Alabama, to welcome blacks into mainstream white society

Jesus gave the church were N . . . .
undisg%ised extensions of as soon as the Civil Rights Bill was passed in the 1960s. It took a summit meeting

Jewish rites, and the first of all the apostles in Jerusalem, including Peter and Paul, to agree that yes,
gatherings of “Christians’ non-Jewish converts were as welcome in God’s family as Jewish converts—and
were in synagogues. no, they were not subject to Jewish customs. The grace that brought a Jew to

Jesus also could bring a Gentile to him—and with no strings attached.

The conservatives disapprove

Peter, aware of the full membership of Gentiles in the church, has been mingling with them during communal
mealtimes—a common custom in the early church. But as soon as some suits from Jerusalem dropped in for a
visit, Peter caught a bad case of peer pressure from them. Under the disapproving eyes of these conservative
Jewish Christians, Peter made a public statement to the Gentile believers in Antioch without saying a word.
After weeks or months of easily sitting among Gentiles during meals, he took his bowl and bread to a table of
only Jews. The message to the new Gentile Christians was loud and clear: “Sorry, but | guess I'm not one with
you after all. Gotta be a good Jew, you know. In fact, youve gotta be good Jews, too. Circumcision sign-ups
are after dinner. Can’t be a good Christian without being a good Jew, right?”

Hypocrites

Let's be clear about what a hypocrite is and isn’'t, what with a Il the “I don’t go to
church because of all the hypocrites there” excuses. Christ ians who don’t behave as well
as they want to are not hypocrites, but merely badly behaved— but hopefully growing—
Christians. A hypocrite, on the other hand, isone who gives e very impression of
believing one thing, while privately believing something e Ise entirely.

When Paul called Peter a hypocrite for separating himself fr om the Gentile
Christians, it was a serious charge, but not without hope. Ye s, Peter was a hypocrite,
pretending to believe something he actually did not believe at all. But what was it he
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really believed? Peter was a hypocrite because he actually believed that Gentiles could

come to Christ without first becoming good Jews—but under pr essure he acted like he
believed otherwise. (What would have been downright insidi ous isif Peter had actually
believed in tying non-Jewish Christians to Jewish laws, but had pretended to be a big

believer in Christian liberty.)

What made Paul go ballistic was that the Gentile Galatian Christians believed this perversion of the good
news—even though Paul had spent time with them earlier, drilling into them the grace of God, the uselessness
of religious laws and rules to make anybody righteous. And then to watch Peter affirm that perversion by
moving to the Jewish dinner table—well, Paul couldn’t just let that pass unchallenged.

Grace has a sharp edge, too

The Great Dinner-Seating Fiasco also unsheaths the edge of grace. Face it, grace has an
all-sweetness-and-light feeling—grace is free, grace is a gift, grace is effortless, grace looks right through my
lousy behavior. This is all true. But like most truths, this one has two sides, and the other side of grace is this:
you have to hold on tenaciously to grace, Paul writes, because there are those who will snatch itaway in a
heartbeat if they can.

But who would deny God’s people his gift of grace? you ask. Answer: those who are suspicious and even
fearful of grace and spiritual freedom. Because they don't trust themselves with such freedom—or often
because they privately exploit or abuse their freedom—they don’t let anyone under their influence have
freedom.

[game option]

Humanism 101

To prepare this opener, photocopy the five Humanism 101 Handout
(pages 35-39) quotes. Then make enough copies of What Do | Do with
These Post-lts? Handout (page 40) to cut up and give one slip of
* both blue and yellow Post-Its instructions to each student. Post the quotes around the room before the
* the five Humanism 101 Handout students arrive.

quotes (pages 35-39) attached to As students come in, give each one two small pads of Post-lts—a yellow

the walls of the room . and a blue pad—as well as a What Do | Do with These Post-lts?  slip. Tell
« tape or other temporary adhesive

to attach the Humanism 101 them to read the instructions and take a few minutes to follow them before
quotes to the walls sitting down.
« enough slips cut from one or Here are the quotes:
more photocopies of What Do |
Do with These Post-Its? Handout * We are the creators of our future before us.
(page 40) so that each student has » What goes around comes around. Every good or evil deed we do
a slip comes back at us.

 Part of our task on earth is to end human cravings which are the source
of wars and ecological disaster.
* All creation is one. In the end all blends together in the Unity.
» At the end of all things we can enter a state of complete freedom or emancipation if we live right.
from The Perennial Dictionary of World Religions
Debrief the exercise by saying something like—

Much of the substance abuse prevention, violence preventio n, and environmental

protection teaching in schools, workshops, and advertisin g media draws on the religious
concepts of goodness, or being an enlightened individual, o r being a faithful world citizen.
Because it's easy to find parallels between other religions and Christianity, it's also easy for
some Christians to absorb parts of these other religions int o their understanding of

Christianity.
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Here are the fundamental religious concepts behind each of t he quotes on the wall.
(From The Perennial Dictionary of World Religions , HarperSanFrancisco, 1990.)

Quote: “We are the creators of our future before us.”

Extension: The Buddha’s teaching on the meaning and purpose of life—"We are the
creators of our future before us. This is where our intention s come in. Itis within our power
to develop good deeds which will result in rebirth in a good st ate of existence, or to practice

the religious discipline prescribed by the Buddha for break ing the bonds of rebirth.”

Quote: “What goes around comes around. Every good or evil dee d we do comes back
atus.”

Extension: Buddhist and Indian teaching of Karma (fruits of actions)—"Karma results
from acts or deeds as well as the intentions behind those deed s, and represents the ‘fruits’
arising from those thoughts and actions. Every deed or thoug ht produces karma which may
be good or evil. According to the karma of the past, a living be ing will undergo repeated
rebirths and assume a different form in each rebirth.”

Quote: “Part of our task on earth is to end human cravings whic h are the source of
wars and ecological disaster.”

Extension: Buddhist teaching—"All existence is suffering . This universal suffering is
brought about by craving for continual existence, sensual p leasure, fame, and power. Such
cravings give rise to deeds that generate karma which in turn leads to further rebirth.” And
the cycle of suffering continues.

Quote: “All creation is one. In the end all blends together in the Unity.”

Extension: Buddhist teaching—"“There is no permanent self o r soul. The true self of
man is the universal self, and as soon as one realizes this uni ty, one becomes emancipated.
The Buddha surveyed the world and found mankind attached to t his self or soul, thinking it
to be something eternal and permanent. Such a belief in the pe rmanence of a self was held
by the Buddha to be a pernicious error, as it gives rise to atta chment, attachment lead so
egoism, egoism begets craving for existence, fame, pleasur e, and fortune, and this binds
the individual to further rebirth and suffering.”

Quote: “At the end of all things we can enter a state of complet e freedom or
emancipation if we live right.”

Extension: Buddhist and Indian teaching on Nirvana—"“By adh ering strenuously to
the regimen of moral conduct, mental discipline, and intuit ive wisdom, which may stretch
over numerous rebirths, the individual hopes to eradicate t he craving that is the generating
force behind all karma and repeated rebirth, and when he real izes this goal, he achieves

emancipation or Nirvana.”

Bottom line:
Christians who buy into the Buddhist or Indian or other relig ious philosophies that so
subtly pervade our American scene are making the sacrifice o f Christ merely a sideshow.
These religious philosophies, like the perverted Judaism t hat Paul's opponents preached,

depend on people changing themselves in order to get into rig ht relationship with the Other,
the Divine, or the Oneness. It throws those who follow those t eachings into a system of
keeping rules and working to please God—an undertaking that no one can successfully
complete.

Listen to Paul himself explain it: “We [Jewish Christians] k now very well that we are
not set right with God by rule keeping but only through person al faith in Jesus Christ. How

do we know? We tried it—and we had the best system of rules the w orld has ever seen!
Convinced that no human being can please God by self-improve ment, we believed in Jesus
as the Messiah so that we might be set right before God by trust ing in the messiah, not by
trying to be good.” ( Galatians 2 , The Message)
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Whether it's disapproving conservatives from Jerusalem or
and marketing messages, there’s a lot of pressure on us to
believe—that God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ is wh
and fits us to live with God forever. We're offered an appeali

What will we choose?

How hyp are you?

the latest entertainment
not live in line with what we

at saves us, makes us whole,
ng platterful of alternatives.

[tension-getter option]

e a copy of How Hyp Are You?
Handout (pages 41-42) for each
student

* pencils

This opener sets up your students to understand the hypocrisy Peter was
guilty of, when faced with the disapproval of visiting leaders. Before you lead
your students in this opener, you may first want to summarize or read
verbatim the paragraph from Inform your teaching about what hypocrisy is
and isn't.

Then move on to the activity with words like this to your students—

you really believe—in other words, to be a hypocrite. Take th

It's easy to get pressured into behaving differently than
ree minutes to decide how

guilty of hypocrisy some people are.

And then distribute How Hyp Are You? Handout (pages 41-42). If students resonate with the ambiguity of
some of these scenarios, take some time to process the scenarios with your students.

[guest-speaker option]

Boss man Paul tells about his fight with Peter the Rock

* Two copies of the script for Boss
Man Paul Tells about his Fight
with Peter the Rock Script (page
43-44)

You'll need the help of another adult or a student to perform this interview
with Paul about his confrontation of Peter in Antioch. Don’'t worry—this
interview isn't nearly as rowdy as the SWWF panel in session 1!

[small group Bible-snooping option]

Give me liberty, or give me dea—(hmmm...) is slavery still an

option?

* Bibles
* pencils
* a copy of Give Me Liberty, or

Before asking students to form groups of four or five, tell them they’ll be
reading a story that shows how passionately Paul defended a Christian’s
freedom from following rules as a path to God. Say something like—

The story you'llread in your small groups tells about the
time one apostle, Paul, called another apostle, Peter, on th e
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Give Me Dea--hmmm...Is Slavery
Still an Option? Handout (page
45) for each student

carpet—in front of the people Peter served and those in
authority over him. It happened that the authorities came in to
town and saw Peter eating with non-Jews, which was a big

no-no according to Jewish law. The authorities saw Peter’s a ction as meaning that Peter no
longer observed the Mosaic fasts or taboos, and that he agree d with Paul that no Gentile
Christian had to live like a Jew.

And it was true—Peter did agree with Paul. But after these authorities had done a few
seminars around town, they actually got Peter feeling guilt y enough to move to the other
side of the room, refusing to be “defiled” or dirtied by eatin g with Gentiles.

What's the big deal about who you eat with, you ask? Well, the b ig deal was that it
was just the tip of the iceberg of Jewish laws. And the conserv ative Jewish Christians were
teaching that you weren't even a Christian if you didn’t also obey all the Jewish laws—from
who you eat with to circumcising all males. In other words, th ey taught that Jesus by
himself can’t redeem a person—that person has to redeem hims elf as well by obeying all
619 Jewish laws—without blowing it.

So you can see why Paul couldn’t just shrug his shoulders and s ay, “Hey, it's only
dinner,” because it was so much more. Because it turned the go spel he had received from
Jesus into a sideshow. And since Peter had publicly shown his hypocrisy, Paul had to
publicly correct him. This could’ve been the end of Peter's m inistry among the Gentiles. It
could have confirmed the heresy that people have to follow ru les to getto God. It was
important.

Form small groups of five to 10 people and give them pencils, Bibles, and copies of Give Me Liberty, or Give
Me Dea--hnmmm...Is Slavery Stillan Option? Handout  (page 45). Make sure they—or you—read the simple
instructions at the top of the sheet.

| have decided

* a copy of | Have Decided
Handout (page 46) for each student
* pencils
« a mailing envelope for each
student

Say something like—

Now it's time for you to think about a decision you need
to make. Soon.

Give each student a copy of | Have Decided Handout (page 46) and a
blank mailing envelope. As the instructions say at the top of the sheet,
students complete it with candid responses for their eyes only, sealitin the
envelope, then address it to themselves. Collect the envelopes, assuring the

kids that no one will read what's written unless they want them to. Wait two weeks, then mail the envelopes to
them. You might want to jot on the back of the envelope something like “Have you stuck to your decision? If you

want help, call me!”

Session 3 Hand-Outs
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Humanism 101 Handout
We are the creators of our future before us.

What goes around comes around. Every good or evil deed we
do comes back at us.
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Part of our task on earth is to end human cravings which are the
source of wars and ecological disaster.

All creation is one. In the end all blends together in the Unity.
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At the end of all things we can enter a state of complete freedom
or emancipation if we live right.

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page
granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group. www.YouthSpecialties.com.

What do | do with these Post-lts? Handout

Instructions to the youth leader— Make enough copies
of this page to cutinto pieces so you can hand out one
instruction slip to each student.

What do | do with these Post-lts?

Posted around the room are quotes representing concepts
you may be familiar with. Place a blue Post-It on any concept
you recognize or have heard about. Place a yellow Post-Iit on any
concept that seems to you to be true in some way—which
means you could put one, both, or no Post-Its on a quote.

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce
this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group. www.YouthSpecialties.com.

for use in the buyer’'s own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.
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How hyp are you? Handout
Hypocritical, that is. Most people think hypocrisy is pretending to
believe something you actually don't believe. But look at it
inside-out: hypocrisy is also believing one thing, yet acting as if
you believe something entirely different.
On a scale of 1 to 10, rate each of the following persons’
Hypocrisy Quotient. Put a mark somewhere along the scale to
indicate how hypocritical you feel that person is.
Molly
Molly's friend is pregnant. Molly believes abortion just isn’t
right—it seems like murder to her—but her friend’s pain and
rationalization gradually get Molly to reluctantly give her friend
“permission” to get an abortion.
How hypocritical is Molly?
1510
Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy
Jesse
Jesse is already on the road with a family friend, headed toward
a campground for a week’s vacation, when he discovers that the
friend likes disco. As in music. As in the BeeGees, Earth, Wind,
and Fire, Gloria Gaynor, Donna Summer. As in Jesse begins
dreading the week before it's begun. But he’s been raised to be
polite, so for the first couple of days he bites his tongue without
dissing “Boogie Wonderland” and “Dancing Queen.” The only problem is, the music kinda grows on Jesse. It's
not that he exactly likes it, but by the end of the week, both the friend and Jesse are humming “YMCA.”
How hypocritical is Jesse?
1510
Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy
Latisha
Latisha gets along pretty well with her parents—basically because they don't try to control every little event in
her life. And when they do lay down the law, Latisha usually understands where they're coming from even
though it bugs her now and then.
Yet when she’s with her friend and conversation turns to parents, Latisha puts on this gripy attitude: “My parents
are so picky...you wouldn't believe how they're all over me for the littlest things...”
How hypocritical is Latisha?
1510
Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy
Alano
Alano knows he’s not ready for sex, wants to wait at least a while, maybe till marriage...who knows? But his
new girlfriend really wants to have sex—and Alano really doesn’'t want to lose this girlfriend. This weekend he’s
planning to tell her that he’s changed his mind.
1510
Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy
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Isabel

Trish

One night at Radio Shack a guy comes in while Trish is working
and says he needs a data cable for his computer. She walks
him to the wall display and points out the half-dozen different
kinds of cables. The guy looks at them blankly.

“Look,” he says, “I'm new at this. Which one should | get?”

Trish knows that her manager is trying to move the more
expensive cables and that if she can sell even one or two during
her shift, he'd notice it and appreciate it. She can also read
specs and knows that the more expensive cables are no better
than the cheaper ones, at least for this customer’s application—
in fact, she bought the cheaper cables for her own computer at
home.

She reaches for one of the pricey data cables. “Here,” she says.
“This is what you want.”

How hypocritical is Trish?

1510

Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy
Governor Kitzhaber of Oregon

(This is true.) The governor announces that he wants to use
more of the state lottery income for treating gambling addictions.
How hypocritical is Governor Kitzhaber?

1510

Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy

At the mall with a friend, Isabel sees a shirtin Nordstrom that is so garish and ugly they both can’t help dissing
it on the spot. Later that week at school, across the cafeteria, Isabel notices that the second most popular girl in

school is wearing that exact same top.

A week later Isabel buys the shirt—and floors her friend, who asks her why oh why did she buy that shirt. “Oh,
just changed my mind,” she says.

How hypocritical is Isabel?

1510

Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy

Michael

Michael is a church youth worker who does his share of MP 3 file trading—atfter all, he says, it isn't unfair to
artists. MP3s give artists free exposure, and all the music files traveling around only increase the public's
appetite for an artist's music—an appetite that most hearers will satisfy by buying the CD.

Yet Michael copyrights all his youth ministry lessons and preparation materials and attempts to sell them to
Christian curriculum publishers.

How hypocritical is Michael?

1510

Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy

Dylan

In Dylan’s opinion, welfare reform is long overdue. Living off a government handout only destroys one’s
initiative, he feels. Meanwhile, the 20-year-old is suing the high school he graduated from for failing to equip
him to get a high-paying job.

1510

Not hypocritical at all Official spokesperson for hypocrisy

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.
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Boss Man Paul tells about his fight with Peter

the Rock Script
Cast
* Youth leader
* Paul
Youth leader: Earlier in our study of Galatians, Spiritual World
Wrestlers Abraham Road Dog and Moses the Slasher came to
our group to hype their upcoming fight over circumcision and the
promise of God. The referee, Boss Man Paul, also showed up
and surprised us with his outspoken bias toward Road Dog.
He’s back tonight to tell us about one of his own fights—a
challenge against Peter the Rock.
Welcome, Paul. When did this fight take place?
Paul: A late summer nightin ‘48. Barnabas, one of my roadies,
and | made our way to Antioch after covering over a thousand
miles on foot. Allin about 60 days. We fought for the true gospel
in city after city, and we have the scars to prove it.
Youth leader: So you and your gospel weren't well received?
Paul: Well now, I'd hate to put it that way, since God did so
much in the lives of so many Gentiles—non-Jews, you know. But
the Jews, now—my brothers—they're a feisty lot, resisting
God’s offer of salvation by faith in favor of useless attempts at
keeping the whole Law of Moses.
Youth leader: So where does the Rock come into the picture?
Paul: Ahyes. Christians for miles around had come to Antioch in Syria to hear me and Barnabas talk about
the victory of the gospel all over our world. Shoulder to shoulder we sat in the house-church there—no one
caring that the smell of sweaty bodies was stronger than the stew. Jew and Gentile, rich and poor, slave and
free—there was no difference among us.
Youth leader: lunderstand a contingent of conservative Jewish Christians joined the gathering later in the
week?
Paul: That's when it happened. Up till that crowd showed, Peter ate with the mixed crowd without a flinch. It
was he, you remember, who had the vision to go to Jews with the message that non-Jews were receiving
God’s salvation through Christ. But when those Slasher fans—those who call themselves The Circumcision—
walked into the room, Peter lifted his coat over his head and eased on to a table by himself.
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Youth leader: Now this happened during the so-called “love
feast” that used to go on right before everyone ate the Lord’s
supper together.
Paul: That's right. You know, I was going to let it go, but then
Barnabas sidled over to Peter. Barnabas—my right-hand man!
The one who had waded in to fight for the gospel at every
opportunity. That did it. I marched right over to Peter. | wasn’t of
a mind to deal with this quietly. By leaving the table where the
uncircumcised Gentiles sat, he gave the strongest support
possible to those who still believe a Gentile believer has to
accept Jewish circumcision and Jewish laws about holy days
and ceremonies or else he isn’t really a Christian.
Youth leader: So Peter was influenced by the teachings of...
Paul: ...the teachings of these self-righteous, mutilating,
wannabe Pharisees. “Peter, the Rock,” | called out to him across
the room. “You've been living like a Gentile all this while. You, a
born and bred Jew.” I didn’t mince words. “But now that you think
you'll look bad to these wannabes, you sit by yourself, as if to
say you agree with these Christian Pharisees that believing in
Jesus alone won’t save you.”
Youth leader: And that ticked him off.
Paul: No! That's the surprise ending for fight fans. He
recognized his hypocrisy and changed his ways then and there.
Youth leader: I'd say that's more than a surprise—that's a

disappointment. No fighting? No yelling back and forth across the room?

Paul: None. And Peter and |, out of all of us apostles, would have been most likely to resort to anger and

violence. It's the Holy Spirit's work. | know it is. Both of us, we just—well, we’re more into restoration and letting

our faith in Jesus show itself through love.

Youth leader: Fight fans, you heard it with your own ears. Believe it or not. Big Boss Man and the Rock

choose love and grace over laws and grudges. But we still have the big fight with the Slasher and Road Dog.

There’s bound to be some good action there. Y'all come back. Hear?

end

This script adapts information from John Pollock’s book The Apostle: A Life of Paul

(Chariot Victor Publishing, a division of Cook Communications, 1985).

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.
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Give me liberty, or give me dea—(hmmm...) is

slavery still an option? Handout
First, talk about this—
What have you thought was important enough to getin an
argument with a friend?
Now choose one of the following three sets of Bible verses to
read. After reading the verses, talk about the questions or
statements that follow. You may want to jot down some insights
your group comes up with, or something memorable that one
of you may say.
Galatians 2:11-14
* Why does Paul bother arguing with Peter?
» What were Peter’s options for responding to Paul's public
reprimand of him?
» How would you feel about a friend prodding you to stand up for
what they know youbelieve is right?
Galatians 5:1-6
» Standing firm (verse 1) is the opposite of tossing off a
“Whatever.” Paul is urging the Galatians to stay free and not go
back into slavery. But what were they free from?
» What was the slavery they could return to?
» Why was Paul concerned with what they did? Wasn't it their
lives they were messing with?
» Why does Paul say that becoming circumcised is a fall from grace?
Galatians 5:7-12
» Compare Paul’s tone at this point in the letter with the tone he had in chapter 1.
» The Galatians had been running a good race, following the true gospel. Who cut in on them (verse 7)? How
were they cut off? Cut off from what?
* Did it surprise you to read what Paul wrote in verse 12? Why or why not?
» Paul didn't get as worked up over other problems in the first-century churches he knew as he did against
circumcision. He knew that some things were essential to the faith, while others were matters of personal
preference. What do you think are the essentials of the Christian faith?
Finally...
» Anything in these verses that's a puzzle to you? That just doesn’'t make sense?
» What one thing got your attention most of all in these verses? Why did it affect you like it did?

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.



Creative Bible Lessons
Session 3: The Great Dinner-Seating Fiasco--or the Power of Disapproval Page 15

| have decided Handout
Write down your personal responses to these questions (your
responses are for your eyes only, unless you wish otherwise),
seal this page in the envelope, then address the envelope to
yourself. It will be mailed to you in the near future to remind you
to ask God’s help in living by your decision.
In what area of your life are you feeling inclined to actin a
way that doesn’t reflect what you really believe?
Relationship with parents
Friendship choices
School
Dating decisions
Extracurricular activities
College/work
Alcohol/drugs
Other:
Who will hold you accountable to live what you really
believe?
What kind of specific help can you ask God for in this
matter?
| want to seek God'’s help in these ways (check one or
more)—
Reading the Scripture

Finding out how other Christians have made a decision like this one

Praying with a friend

Praying alone

Talking with a Christian friend | trust

Talking with a pastor

Talking with a parent

Talking with a Christian adult | trust

Other:
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