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Galatians 1:1-2:10

Galatians 6:11-18
During this session students will—

* Relate Paul's defense of his credentials as an apostle of Jesus Christ to a defense of the authority of the
gospel of freedom he preached.

» Feel Paul's passion for the gospel of salvation by faith alone through reading his personal defense.
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22:2-23:11.

Finally, read Paul’'s statement of the gospel in
according to Paul into one sentence?

Inform your teaching

An e-mail message from Paul
To: Galatians
From: Paul
Subject: Now I'm steamed

< Hiya Paul.

Acts 13:32-39 . Now can you put the gospel

I am Paul, appointed and commissioned a messenger not by man but by Jesus Christ and God the

father (who raised him from the dead).

< Virtual greetings from the Galatian
< churches—you know, Iconium,
< Lystra, Derbe, and the rest.

[Galatians 1:1]

Acts 14:1, 8, 20]

| and all the brothers with me send greetings to the churches in Galatia. Grace and peace to you from
God our father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who according to the will of our God and father gave
himself for our sins and thereby rescued us from the present evil world-order. To him be glory for

ever and ever. Amen.

< Remember how fired up things got
<when you showed up at the

< synagogue in Iconium, and when
<you healed that man in Lystra whose
< feet were too crippled to walk and

< talked to the crowds in Derbe?

<« Both Jews and Gentiles started

< believing your gospel—that we have
< forgiveness of sins through Jesus,
<whom God raised from the dead,
<and that through him we can be

< justified from everything we could

< not be justified from by the Law of Moses.

< It was so cool how everyone got so
< excited—that is, | mean, the good
< excitement. Bummer about the

< lconium Jews stoning you and all.

< But hey—you warned us on your
<way back home that we'd go

< through a lot of hardships to enter
< the kingdom of God.

< By the way. Those same Jews who
<were jealous about the crowds you

[Galatians 1:2-5]

[Acts 14:1-7 (lconium), Acts 14:8-10 (Lystra)]

[Acts 13:32-39 (Paul's gospel)]

[Acts 14:19-20; Acts 14:22 (hardships)]
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<drew keep causing trouble. When

< they saw that bad-mouthing your
<gospel wasn't breaking up the

< meetings of us Christ-followers, they
< shifted tactics. Now they're saying,
<“What Paul was preaching is all right
<to a point. But if you quit following
<the law and refuse to be circumcised,
< all that Jesus stuff won’t leave you a
<leg to stand on before God.”

[Acts 13:44-45]

There are men who are upsetting your faith with a travesty of the gospel of Christ. You have heard me
say it before and now | say it again—may anybody who preaches any other gospel than the one you
have already heard be a damned soul!

[Galatians 1:7-9]

< They're saying you made it all up to look good.

Does that make you think now that | am seeking man’s approval or God’s? Am | trying to please
men? If | were trying to win human approval | should never be Christ's servant.

[Galatians 1:10]

< They're claiming the authority of the temple
< priests and the authority of the law itself.

| do assure you, my brothers, that the gospel | preached to you is no human invention. No man gave it
to me, no man taught it to me; it came to me as a direct revelation from Jesus Christ.

[Galatians 1:11-13, Acts 9:1-31, and 22:2-23:11,
the long version of Paul's testimony]

< And people are believing it!

| am amazed that you have so quickly transferred your allegiance from him who called you by the
grace of Christ to another “gospel”!

Truth or lie?

» Nothing besides three students,
preferably volunteers

[Galatians 1:6]

[game option]

Have some group fun with this “parlor game"—it's like the old “Truth or
Consequences” TV game show—that should illustrate the difficulty of
discerning the truth among various claimants.

Three students leave the room together. Volunteers are best, though you
may be able to hand-select the perfect kids for this game! For five or 10
minutes, they conspire by themselves, then return to the room—where they

each tell an unusual, outrageous, or plainly unbelievable story about themselves. The only thing is, one of the
students is telling a little-known truth about herself, and the other two are telling convincing fabrications. When
the three have finished, the group votes for the one they think is telling the truth.

With any luck, a majority of the kids will by persuaded by the two bogus stories.
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[debate option]

Pro and con

Give your group a chance to interact about a current topic of conversation
that is truly controversial. Avoid topics your church or group feels strongly
about as an organization—you won't get much debate on these, unless the

+ A lectern or music stand student arguing the unpopular side isn't worried about being ostracized or
asked in for pastoral counseling. Here are some pro-or-con topics to get your

juices flowing:

» Christians should not read or study novels whose characters are witches, wizards, or other beings with
magical powers.

» The youth group should shut down in order for its Christian members to infiltrate school clubs, teams,
groups, and so on, and let our lights shine there.

» Our town should make the meadow west of the city limits into a WalMart.

* We should increase the number of deacons/elders in our church.

» Cleveland High School should go back to holding varsity football games on Friday nights instead of
Friday afternoons.

You get the idea. The more relevant and timely—and sometimes, the more local— the more lively a debate
you'll have, and the better illustration you'll make of this session’s main point: how do you discern the truth when
confronted by contradictory claims?

Invite two creative students to debate the chosen topic, or simply divide the group into two teams with
each team making a case for its side of the question. If two individuals debate, send them out of the room to
prepare. Then ask the group—

» What persuades you to believe one side or the other in a debat e or argument?
* When someone’s trying to prove something to you, what gives them credibility in your
eyes?

Jot down their answers on a whiteboard or overhead, then cover the answers and invite the debaters back into
the room.

If your group divides in half for a groupwide debate, save these questions for the end. Just give each team
10 minutes to brainstorm its case.

Then each team presents arguments. If individuals are debating, limit their arguments to, say, three
minutes each followed by a one-minute response to the opponent’s arguments. In the case of two teams
debating each other, limit speakers to 30 to 60 seconds followed by a five-minute huddle for debriefing and
prepping for the response. Give each side one minute to respond to the other team’s arguments.

If you held a group debate, now is the time to ask the two questions stated above and record the group’s
answers. However you ran the debate, say something like—

Did anyone base an argument on a source outside of themselves ? Scholars?
Newspapers or other written sources? The opinion of someone with experience? Which
argument convinced you? Why?

Bring into the discussion any of your students’ comments from the whiteboard or overhead projector.

[artsy-thinking option]
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Storyboarding Paul’s defense

Form small groups of three or four and distribute a copy of Storyboarding
Paul's Defense Handout (page 26) to each group. Have extra copies of the
handout for groups who break the story into smaller pieces and need more

* Bibles frames. For younger students or groups that are already small, storyboard as

* pencils or colored pencils a whole group and record your results on a whiteboard or overhead
» a copy of Storyboarding Paul's transparency.

Defense Handout (page 26) for Introduce the activity by saying something like—
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each group
Movie producers and interactive CD-ROM producers take the s eed of an idea and a few
notes, then draw out the flow of the action to see if they’'ve go t a story or not. In your small
group, turn the storyboarding process upside down by firstr eading Paul's story as written
in Galatians 1:11-2:10 , and then recording it in sketches or words on your worksheet
Upon completing your storyboard, use what you learned to sum marize in a sentence
how Paul's story might have given him credibility among the G alatian Christians.

When each small group has completed the activity, invite each group to offer its summary of how Paul’s story
might have given him credibility among the Galatian Christians. If students are willing, invite them to explain
why they would believe that Paul's gospel is the true one—and by extension why they believe the Bible tells the

true way to have a relationship with God. Invite those who are not sure they can believe Paul or the Bible to
express why they have trouble believing.

[small group Bible-snooping option]

The facts of the Galatian affair
Say something like this—

Even if we're debating mundane matters like Brushing
. Bibles and flossing my teeth is not worth getting up five minutes
« pencils earlier to do ,we need to know the underlying facts of the
- a copy of The Facts of the issue. Who do we believe? Who's telling us the truth about
Galatian Affair Handout (page 27) flossing—or about the value of college, or about how to live
for each student normally when your parents are divorced or divorcing? And
at the bottom of it all, how do we know what'’s true about how God relates with us?

Here’s the dilemma the new Christians in Galatia were strugg ling with: who was
telling them the truth about God? The apostle Paul, who intro duced them to the gospel of
Christ, had said that faith in Jesus was the basis for their re lationship with God. But he had
no sooner left town than a group within the new church started teaching that faith in Jesus
had to be accompanied by circumcision in order for God to acce pt their worship.

Who was right? Who should the church believe?

Form small groups of five to 10 people and give them pencils, Bibles, and The Facts of the Galatian Affair
Handout (page 27). Make sure they—or you—read the simple instructions at the top of the sheet.

* You can unveil the emotion of the letter by reading the passage to students from The Message, The New
Living Translation, or another conversational English translation.
Debrief the small groups by asking them to return to the large group and share highlights of their answers and
discussions. Conclude this section by asking the whole group to respond to the final question on the
worksheet:

Do you think the credentials that Paul gave in the first third of his letter to the Galatians
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should have satisfied them that he was an authentic apostle a nd that the gospel he
preached was the true one?

Guide responses to lead the group to discuss whether they accept Paul's message as the true gospel. Some
will and some won't. Don't try to tie up their doubts and questions in a nice bow. Move to the closing.
Because this session’s Small group Bible-snooping option is heavy with details and factual information,
here are some explanations and suggested responses to the questions in The Facts of the Galatian Affair
Galatians 1:6-10
Galatians 6:11-18

» Describe Paul’s mood as he writes this letter. What phrases in the reading clued you in to his mood?
Responses may include frustration (1:6), anger (1:9); or defensiveness (2:2). You'll unveil the emotion
of the letter by reading the passage to students from The Message or another contemporary English
translation.

» What's happening in Galatia that's making Paul feel this way? Why is he writing to the Galatians,
anyway ? Apparently the believers in Galatia had turned away from Paul's gospel of salvation by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ—to embrace a message that said they must also be circumcised
and obey the Law of Moses. He’s writing to warn them off of that perversion of the true gospel.

» What is the “different gospel” that Paul refers to in verse 6? What's the big deal about circumcision?
Check back with Genesis 17:10-14, where God explains it to Abraham. The big deal about
circumcision, as the students discovered in session 1, is that the solemn sign of God’s covenant with
Israel was circumcision. And some Jewish converts to Christianity simply didn’'t get it—that God’s
point, even in ancient time, had been the cutting away of the ungodliness of the heart—not merely
cutting away the male foreskin. Compare Ezekiel 36:24-28.

Galatians 1:11-24 ; Acts 9:1-9

» What point might Paul hope to make with the Galatians when he says he didn't receive the gospel from
traditions or from schooling? One point may be that the agitators in Galatia were saying he got his
lessons wrong. To their way of thinking, it was a no-brainer that circumcision was required. Paul
wanted the Galatians to know that the message hadn’'t come to him through schooling anyway, but
straight from Jesus—so it wasn’'t him who was off base.

» Where did Paul receive the gospel? How? See Acts 9:1-9. Paul was confronted by the risen Christ and
shown how much he must suffer for the name of Christ. He was then filled with the Holy Spirit. During
that experience, and his subsequent time alone, he was taught by Jesus the meaning of the
forgiveness of sins by grace through faith.

» What was the result of Paul’s conversion and revelation (Galatians 1:24)? The result of Paul's
conversion and revelation was that the Christian churches in Judea—the first churches formed after
Christ's ascension—recognized Paul's gospel as authentic even though he hadn’t consulted with any
of them. And they worshiped God because God had turned the heart of a former persecutor to the
gospel.

Galatians 2:1-10

 After 14 years of preaching the gospel he'd learned from Jesus, Paul showed up in Jerusalem to meet
with the other apostles. What was his purpose? To tell them face to face about the revelation of the
gospel he received from Christ. Perhaps he waited all that time so he would have fruit from his labor
to demonstrate the truth of the gospel he preached.

» What was significant about the person he brought with him to the meeting? He introduced Peter,
James, and John to Titus, an uncircumcised Gentile believer. Titus was living proof that the gospel of
salvation by grace through faith produced godliness—apart from perfect obedience to the Law of
Moses, including circumcision.

* What didn't result from the meeting (Galatians 2:1-3)? The other apostles didn’t compel Titus, a Gentile
believer, to be circumcised.

* Who were three of the men Paul met with? What was the result of his meeting? Peter, James, and
John. These long-time leaders of the Christian church affirmed Paul's gospel.
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* Do you think the credentials that Paul gave in the first third of his letter to the Galatians should have
satisfied them that he was an authentic apostle and that the gospel he preached was the true one?
Various responses will emerge, depending upon where students are in their experiences with
evidences for the truth of the Christian faith.

When saying it is all you can do

Say something like—

The phrase “I believe” has been misused so often that
. a copy of A Couple of Creeds we’'ve come to understand it to mean “I think” or “My opinion
Handout (page 28) for each student is.” Then when people ask if we believe in Jesus, we feel
+ For a variation on this activity: we've got to have studied enough to have our beliefs about

Rich Mullins’ music CD called A him rock solid. Instead, simply a desire to worship is a
'é'::]?y* a Legacy & a Ragamuffin significant form of belief to build on.

The way you build on that desire is to sing songs of
worship and join in prayers and other Christian liturgies wi thout requiring yourself to
understand their full meaning. Repetition of words of faith , layered over your recent
experiences, enlightens your sprouting belief. Writer Kat hleen Norris puts it this way—

Over time, it was the ordinary events of life itself, coming “ in between” the refrain of
the church service, with its familiar creeds, hymns, psalms , and scripture stories, that most
developed my religious faith. Worship summed it up and held i t together, and it all made to
seem like a [poem] to me, one that | was living. —  Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith
(New York: Riverhead Books), p. 64.

Repeating a creed can affirm the aspects of the Christian fai th handed down to you that
you fully understand, and allow you to simply ride the tide of the faith of believers through
the ages when you’re struggling with doubt. In recognition o f our connection with the faith
of early Christians, we’ll read together a creed that church es often recite during worship.

Or instead of reciting the creeds yourselves, you can invite your youth group to bow their heads and listen to
Rich Mullins’ “Creed” on his album A Liturgy, a Legacy & a Ragamuffin Band.

Session 2 Hand-Outs
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turning the Message of Christ on its head.”
Galatians 1:11-24

Storyboarding Paul’'s defense Handout

First, storyboard Paul’s testimony from Galatians 1:1-2:10. Use
words or pictures to show events and represent the timeline
Paul describes. Get extra sheets if you need them.

* Next, summarize in a sentence how Paul's story might have
given him credibility among the Galatian Christians. Be ready to
share your summary with the whole group.

* Finally, discuss whether Paul convinced you that his gospel
was the true gospel.

Write a sentence that tells how Paul's story convinced the
Galatians that his gospel is the true gospel.

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page
granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group. www.YouthSpecialties.com.

The facts of the Galatian affair Handout

First, talk about this—

What issues are important enough to you that you would
defend them passionately?

Now choose one of the following three sets of Bible verses to
read. After reading the verses, talk about the questions or
statements that follow. You may want to jot down some insights
your group comes up with, or something memorable that one
of you may say.

Galatians 1:6-10

Galatians 6:11-18

» Describe Paul's mood as he writes this letter. What phrases in
the reading clued you into his mood?

» What's happening in Galatia that's making Paul feel this way?
Why is he writing to the Galatians, anyway?

» What is the “different gospel” that Paul refers to in verse 6?
What's the big deal about circumcision? (Check back with
Genesis 17:10-14, where God explains it to Abraham.)
Eugene Peterson’s The Message translates verse 6 like this:
“[A ‘different gospel’] is not a minor variation, you know; it is
completely other, an alien message, a no-message, a lie about
God. Those who are provoking this agitation among you are

» What point might Paul hope to make with the Galatians when he says he didn’t receive the gospel from

traditions or from schooling?

» Where did Paul receive the gospel? How? (see Acts 9:1-9)
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» What was the result of Paul's conversion and revelation (verse 24)?

Galatians 2:1-10

 After 14 years of preaching the gospel he’d learned from Jesus, Paul showed up in Jerusalem to meet with
the other apostles. What was his purpose?

» What was significant about the person he brought with him to the meeting?

* What didn't result from the meeting? (verses 1-3)

» Who were three of the men Paul met with? What was the result of his meeting?

» Do you think the credentials that Paul gave in the first third of his letter to the Galatians should have satisfied
them that he was an authentic apostle and that the gospel he preached was the true one?

Finally...

» Anything in these verses that's a puzzle to you? That just doesn’'t make sense?

» What one thing got your attention most of all in these verses? Why did it affect you the way it did?

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.

A couple of creeds Handout
The Nicene Creed
The Nicene Creed was written by the early Church and adopted
in a slightly different version by the Church Council at Niceea in
A.D. 325. It appears inits present form by the Council at
Chalcedonin A.D. 451. It has remained in use since that time.
We believe in one God,
the father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen

From The United Methodist Hymnal

(The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989), p. 880.
The Apostles’ Creed, Traditional Version

This creed is called the Apostles’ Creed not because it was produced by the apostles themselves, but
because it contains a brief summary of their teachings. In its present form itis dated no later than the fourth
century.

| believe in God the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth at the right hand

of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge

the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

From The United Methodist Hymna |

(The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989), p. 881.

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
www.YouthSpecialties.com.




