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Miller, Jim and Yolanda. Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians & Philippians: 12 sessions on grace, growth, freedom,
and faith. 129-139. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2001.

Philippians 3:2-11
During this session students will—

• Recognize that Paul valued knowing Jesus Christ more than any achievement or position he might be
entitled to in this world.

• Feel what it’s like to be revolted by something another person finds appealing.

Nick the Convert?
You will be spellbound by this tale of grace and undeserved sa lvation to a raw and

bitter pagan. You’ll find it in The River Why by David James Duncan (Bantam, 1983), book
4, chapter 3: “Nick the Convert.” Halfway through the chapte r, start w ith the paragraph
that begins, “We went inside.” Of course, the entire book is a wallopingly frumptious
read, w ith equal parts of the glories of fishing, the nuttine ss of family, and Christian
philosophy and religion. You may even want to read this excer pt as the closing to this



CreativeCreativeCreativeCreative     BibleBibleBibleBible     LessonsLessonsLessonsLessons
SessionSessionSessionSession     11:11:11:11:    WhyWhyWhyWhy    PaulPaulPaulPaul    PreferredPreferredPreferredPreferred     GraceGraceGraceGrace     totototo    GoodGoodGoodGood     BehaviorBehaviorBehaviorBehavior Page 2Page 2Page 2Page 2

philosophy and religion. You may even want to read this excer pt as the closing to this
session. Give yourself 10 minutes or so.

Inform your teaching

Don’t even try to earn goodness
Same problem as in the church of Galatia: teachers, whether from the outside or from within the church itself,
were contradicting what Paul had personally taught the Philippians sometime earlier.

“Ah, yes, Brother Paul,” says the wrongheaded teacher. “I’m sure he meant well about God handing
righteousness to you on a silver platter. But he can’t overturn two thousand years of Jewish teaching now, can
he, just because of a very personal experience with God south of Damascus years ago? (Though many of us
have our doubts about what really happened, if anything happened. You know how high-strung Paul is…he
could have seen and heard anything out in that hot sun.)

“Anyway, it’s as clear as the Torah here in my hand that to be right with God, you obey the Law of Moses.
Simple as that. It was true for Moses and David and all the prophets, and it’s true for us. No law, no salvation.
So just because Paul gets all prickly about the ancient and holy Jewish requirement of circumcision, doesn’t
mean we can throw this commandment out the window. This is an eternal symbol of God’s blessing to his
people—and if us Gentiles want to be included in God’s family, we must first follow God’s law.”

So when news gets to Paul about these teachers ravishing his beloved little flock there in Philippi, he
warns his friends against them—and without mincing words, either:“Watch out for those dogs, those men who
do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.” Reminds one of Paul’s excruciatingly logical statement in his letter to the
Galatians about these doggy teachers: If these guys think so much of circumcision, Paul wrote, they ought to
just go the whole distance and castrate themselves.

Elsewhere more serious in the Galatian letter, he wrote, “Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let
yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all.”

So ya wanna compare credentials, huh?
Back in his letter to the Philippians, Paul got right in the faces of the Judaizing teachers. Fine then, he wrote, if
this is all about being good Jews, just try to keep up with me—and off he goes into a recitation of his
blue-ribbon Jewish pedigree (3:4-6), hereditary status and personal achievements that would make a wannabe
Pharisee drool.

So by your standards, Paul wrote, I’ve got it made in the shade. But guess what? It’s worth squat to God—
and to me too, now. My high Jewish status, all my advanced degrees and fellowships and accomplishments
listed under my name in Who’s Who among Jews in the Eastern Mediterranean—it’s nothing but dog poop to
me now. (Really, that’s the word Paul used—utterly useless animal excrement, not even good for fertilizer, the
trashiest and stinkiest kind of rubbish that you simply want away from you, quickly, and the farther the better.)
I’ve lost everything for the sake of Christ—I mean, look at me, I’m in jail and depend on friends like you for the
simplest of necessities—yet I’ve never been richer, now that I’ve been accepted by God because of what
Christ did for me, not because of what I did for him.

Yes, Paul would say to the false teachers, God is handing us righteousness—and salvation and hope, to
boot—but on a bloody cross, not a silver platter.

[object-lesson option]

To the highest bidder

• a substantial gift certificate for
something your students would
really enjoy, wrapped in a small

Place the large wrapped gift box—holding a substantial gift certificate for
something your students would really enjoy—on a table in front of the group.
Say something like—

Inside this box is a valuable item—really—which will go
to the highest bidder. Because you didn’t come tonight ready
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box, and that box in a larger
box

to bid hard cash, the bidding will be in the form of services.
For instance, you may offer to [name things relevant to your

circumstances like mow my lawn, provide babysitting in the church nursery, clean the van after our
next trip, and so on]. Let the bidding begin!

You may have to convince them it’s something that will be worth their efforts. (“This is not a trick auction,
honest!”) Once you’ve heard a few bids, pick the “highest” bid (the one requiring the most work or sacrifice,
perhaps). When the high bidder opens the gift—and here’s your task—do your subtle best to elicit a reaction
from the winner, preferably of gratitude and eagerness to use the gift certificate. (For example, if it’s $20
certificate to a music store, ask what CD they’ll buy…if it’s a $30 certificate to a nice restaurant, ask who they’ll
take, et cetera.)

Then say something like the following—but make it appropriate to what occurred during your bidding—

You know what, you were such a good sport about stepping up to t he bidding, that
instead taking your payment of [say what they bid for the prize], I’m waiving the payment. You
may have it without doing anything more than you’ve just done !

Okay, so your group was a bunch of skeptics who weren’t willing to bid on something unknown—who
suspected that, whatever the gift was, it wasn’t worth their efforts. Or that it was merely a trick, and nobody
wanted to risk being a sucker, regardless of how red in the face you got trying to persuade them otherwise.

This doesn’t ruin the object lesson. If no one bids, or if bids are so low that they’re not worthy of a $30 gift
certificate, simply close the bidding. The gift has to be perceived as valuable before you can make the
connection with the lesson. Unwrap the box yourself, read off the gift certificate, and then ask for bidding to
begin. If you’ve chosen a gift with your group in mind, you’ll get some responses. Choose the highest bid at any
point in the process and give out the certificate. Then say your speech about waiving the payment and simply
give the gift, free, to that bidder.
Make this observation—

It’s only a small surprise to find out that you don’t have to wo rk after all to receive this
gift certificate. But now let’s talk about God’s blessing of eternal salvation. Imagine your
surprise—and even resistance—if, like the Jews, you were un der the impression that you
had to work to receive God’s blessing, and then Paul comes alo ng and says, “Never mind
the working; God is offering you his blessing without you doi ng any good deeds but only
merely receiving his blessing and using it.”

Today we’re going to read the part of Paul’s letter that tells how even our best efforts
are insignificant when it comes to earning God’s approval… because God already gave us
his approval through Jesus. (Keep in mind that Paul does not s ay work is useless; rather
work that attempts to gain God’s approval is futile.)

Is it faith or is it gambling?
Here’s an interesting rabbit trail for those groups where no one was willing to work

to acquire something unknown to them: Discuss how they perce ive God’s offer of eternal
sa lvation. Yes, eternal life starts the minute you receive C hrist, but we all know that the
bulk of the gift w ill unfold latter—the redemption of our bod ies, the restoration of the
natural world, the ruling and reigning with Jesus. Obviousl y, we have no firsthand
knowledge of that part of the gift. All we have at the moment is the cultural/church
teaching that eternal life is desirable.

So how willing are we to change our behavior based on promises of an
indescribably fabulous yet unknown future? How willing are we to obey Christ and follow
the leading of the Holy Spirit if it means missing out on some e arthly thing or experience
we value? Do we receive Christ only to back down from full obed ience because we’re
not convinced that the full unveiling of that gift in eternit y is going to be worth the effort?
The gift is given. Are we on the way to the store to cash it in on e ternal merchandise? Or
are we so distracted by our present lives, SUVs, DVDs, and kil ler résumés that we’ve put
our gift certificate through the wash cycle several times in the back pocket of our jeans?
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[skit option]

My achievements? Nothing but dog poop

• five copies of My Achievements?
Nothing but Dog Poop Script
(pages 134-136)

• four trick leashes that make it
look like you’re walking
invisible dogs

• a plastic baggie
• brown Play-Doh

Let’s be clear about this optional opener right up front: the skit on pages
134-136 is about poop. Dog poop, in particular. Subtitled “scatological yet
scriptural,” this skit is a graphic, humorous, and literal rendition of St. Paul’s
assertions in Philippians 3, where he writes that he counts all of his
accomplishments as poop. The Greek word makes it pretty clear that Paul
meant dog poop. Here’s a case where the King James Version translates a
word with gritty reality—dung—while most modern translations opt for a
genteel translation: rubbish, refuse, or garbage. This skit is no impromptu
affair…it will take a rehearsal or two to pull it off, but the effect is stunning. As
long as you have a youth group that appreciates gross humor, that is.

Just be sure that the narrator reads the Bible passage to students at the
start of the skit. Plus you’ll want to remind them of the passage again afterwards. Facilitate a discussion in
which kids can connect their gross responses to actors picking up the Play-Doh “dog poop” with Paul’s
feelings about any of his accomplishments compared to knowing Jesus and being embraced by him.

[small group Bible-snooping option]

Nothing compares to you

• a copy of Nothing Compares to
You Handout (page 137) for each
student

• Bibles
• pencils
• optional: a testimony by you or

another person

Hand out copies of Nothing Compares to You Handout (page 137) to
each small group. Give them 10 to 15 minutes to discuss the questions.
Debrief the small-group time by inviting each group to explain one thing they
learned. Then ask—

If a person actually believed that everything she could
accomplish in this life is like poop compared to the
“surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus,” what do
you think her life would look like? In what way can you
imagine a regular person like you or your friends living up to

this image of a believer in Christ in the real world of home, sc hool, work, relationships,
personal development, and maturing?

This might be an occasion to give your testimony or to introduce another adult or student who believes that
knowing Jesus is better than pursuit of any other accomplishment.

[hard questions & Bible-snooping
option]

What did Paul mean?
For more mature youth groups, you may prefer to use this Bible-study option.
Basically, it’s hard questions about this session’s Bible passage. Take a
look at What Did Paul Mean? Handout (page 138), and if it affords you
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• a copy of What Did Paul Mean?
Handout (page 138) for each
student

• Bibles
• pencils

some worthwhile directions for your small groups to go in, photocopy it,
divide into small groups (or wrestle with it as one group, all together), and let
’em go. Be sure to debrief afterwards and provide some perspective if not
hard answers.

[symbolic option]

What Is Your Greatest Treasure?

• index cards or blank paper slips
• pencils

Hand out one 3x5 card to each student. Say—

Sometimes it takes a physical act to impress upon our
brains a commitment we’re making. That’s why we have
weddings and baptisms, for instance. So right now each of
us will have a chance to commit to considering Jesus our

greatest treasure.

Ask your students to write on a card accomplishments they are proud of. Say to them—

Look over your achievements, thinking about these things yo u treasure in life. Now
close your eyes and ponder what Christ has given you—forgive ness of sins, a new identity
as a child of God, and salvation by faith without you having to try and measure up to some
legal standard.

If you choose to consider Christ your greatest treasure (not that your achievements are
worthless, but that compared to Christ , if push came to shove, you’d choose Christ in a
heartbeat—if you can do this, come and get a baggie. Wrap your accomplishments in the
baggie and throw them in this trash. This symbolizes how you j oin Paul in considering all
your achievements dog dung compared to the greatest gift of k nowing Christ.

[read-aloud option]

The short tale of Nick the Convert

• a copy of The River Why by David
James Duncan (Bantam, 1983),
book 4, chapter 3: “Nick the
Convert.” Halfway through the
chapter, start w ith the
paragraph that begins, “We
went inside.”

• a good 10 minutes in which to
read this excerpt

If your kids like to be read to, and if you have the time, this tale will rivet them.
It’s a picture of grace and undeserved salvation that they’ll remember for
years.

Session 11 Hand-Outs

My Achievements ? Nothing But Dog Poop Script Handout
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M y Achievements? Nothing But Dog Poop
Script
A scatological yet scriptural skit
Cast
• Narrator
• Shelly with her dog Beautiful Ballerina
• Trina with her dog Theological Seminary
• Seth with his dog High School Teacher
• Erik with his dog Powerful Political Office
Props
• four trick dog leashes that make it look like you’re walking an
invisible dog
• brown Play-Doh clumps
• plastic baggie
Setting
Shelly, Trina, and Seth obviously think their dogs’ droppings
mean something impressive. Erik begs to differ.
NARRATOR: The apostle Paul once wrote: We can’t do the
Lord’s ministry by our own efforts, and we know it—even though
we can list what many might think are impressive credentials.
You know my pedigree: a legitimate birth, circumcised on the
eighth day; an Israelite from the elite tribe of Benjamin; a strict

and devout adherent to God’s law; a fiery defender of the purity of my religion, even to the point of persecuting
Christian; a meticulous observer of everything set down in God’s law book.
The very credentials these people are waving around as something special, I’m tearing up and throwing out
with the trash—along with everything else I used to take credit for. And why? Because of Christ. Yes, all the
things I once thought were so important are gone from my lie. In fact, compared to the high privilege of knowing
Christ Jesus as my Master, firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is as insignificant as dog
dung. I’ve scooped that poop and dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ and be embraced by
him.
SHELLY enters on the left with BEAUTIFUL BALLERINA.TRINA approaches from center with
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
TRINA: (Talks to Shelly’s dog in a high, cutesy voice.) Hello, Beautiful Ballerina. How’s the little lady today?
Are you just dancing your little pads off these days? You bright little star of entertainment. You’re just a few little
prances away from the big time, little miss Beautiful Ballerina. I can tell. Yes I can. You’re such a cutie.
SHELLY: (Talks to Trina’s dog similarly .) Theological Seminary! You look so bright-eyed today. What a smart
looking coat you’re sporting for such a distinguished young lady. Haven’t you just bowled over those old
fuddy-duddy professors with your brilliance? Oh yes you have. Such a good girl.
SETH: (enters left with High School Teacher) Look, High School Teacher, there’re your good buddies
Beautiful Ballerina and Theological Seminary. Just in time for our lovely walk through the park. Let’s go!
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The three start walking. The next three speeches are ad-libbed
because the three dog walkers are talking over the top of each
other about training, study, work, and rewards of the various
pursuits represented by their dogs’ names. When they’re into
their ad-libbing, ERIK enters left with his dog Powerful Political
Office a few paces behind the other three. As ERIK gradually
catches on to what the three are talking about, he keeps
looking at his dog as if maybe he’s missing something,
because the others are speaking about their pets’
achievements in such glowing terms.
SHELLY: Dancing is so demanding. Practice, practice every
day to improve, stay flexible, learn new moves. Oh, it used to be
so simple, didn’t it, Beautiful Ballerina? It was all classical ballet.
I mean there are books written about it. You could study, do
homework. Now the dance fads change overnight. Learning
those modern moves while they’re still in vogue is no picnic. But
Beautiful Ballerina keeps at it—don’t you, you good girl, you!
One day this will all pay off. One day Beautiful Ballerina will reap
the rewards reserved for those who give it their all.
TRINA: Going into the ministry involves so much more than
mere Sunday sermons—doesn’t it, Theological Seminary?
There’s all the practical coursework, certainly, like overseeing a
church budget, providing leadership for elected church officials,

knowing how to put together an effective worship service. Then there’s the studies that separate the looky-loos
from the serious students—things like New Testament exposition, the meaning and symbolism of the
Tabernacle, the Reformation, hermeneutical science, and other equally unpronounceable words. And don’t
forget the liturgies for all the special occasions—weddings, funerals, dedications, baptisms.
SETH: No higher compliment can be paid to a teacher than a student who’s excelled in school and graduated
as a certificated teacher. Reproducing the heart of a learner and a teacher in children—that’s where the rubber
hits the road—isn’t it, High School Teacher? Lesson plans, field trips, guest speakers, movie clips. Oh yes,
keeping the students’ attention is no picnic. One needs the likes of Julia Roberts, Brad Pitt, Gwyneth Paltrow,
and the venerable Sean Connery to tackle education these days. Relevance, High School Teacher—you little
stud, you! That’s the key. How does all this math and English and history relate to the lives of high schoolers
today?
Suddenly Beautiful Ballerina draws SHELLY off the path as if she’s sniffing around for a good place to do
her business. TRINA and SETH stop dead in their tracks, watching every turn of SHELLY’S dog. ERIK,
behind them a couple steps, also has to stop because the others are in his way, but he’s watching the owners
in wonderment and confusion.
SHELLY: Just a minute everybody. (In breathless anticipation.) I think Beautiful Ballerina is going to have an
accomplishment. (The moving stops and SHELLY reaches down, cups her hand underneath where the
dog’s supposedly squatting and catches it—really slipping a Play-Doh log out of her sleeve and into the
palm of her hand. She brings it up to her face and sniffs it. Ecstasy is in her face.) Ohmigosh, it’s…it’s…a
well-danced audition at Juilliard! (She looks at everyone, giddy with elation. She sniffs the turd again.) It’s a
scholarship! I just know it’s a scholarship!
TRINA and SETH: (screaming, hugging, celebrating with SHELLY ) All right!…You did it!…I’m so happy for
you…It’s beautiful!…(And more of the same.)
SHELLY: (She holds out the log to show her dog.) Good job, Beautiful Ballerina. You did it! What an
achievement! What a good girl! I knew you could do it.
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In the middle of the celebrating, THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
wanders off , apparently also sniffing for a good spot.
TRINA: Look at this, will you? I think Theological Seminary is
having an accomplishment, too. Good job, Seminary. Go ahead,
sweetie, have an accomplishment. We’ve got all the time in the
world. (Everyone again watches raptly; you’d swear from their
faces they were watching an Ice Capades finale. TRINA bends
down to tend to the dog, inconspicuously drops a log of
Play-Doh on the ground, and then picks it up to examine it.)
Look at this, would you? Straight As in New Testament Greek
and church administration! (More screams and hugs all
around. They start walking again, each one ad libbing even
more feverishly about their dogs and what accomplishments
might lie ahead.)
SETH: Hey, it’s getting late—we’d better head back. (They turn
around and nearly bump into ERIK.)
SETH: Oh, sorry. I didn’t know you were behind us.
TRINA: We would have asked you to join us.
SHELLY: You have a beautiful…(looks at ERIK’S dog for the
first time)…uh, dog… What’s its name?
ERIK: I call him PPO—Powerful Political Office.
SHELLY: (with wonder) Do you think when he has an
accomplishment, it could be, like, president of the United States

or something?
ERIK: (cringing) I dunno…I suppose so…
SETH: Oh look—he’s sniffing around.
ERIK is nonplussed about the process. PPO squats. ERIK sort of turns his head and wrinkles his nose at
the stinky process. The other three have their eyes glued on PPO, ready to pounce on the results of the
dog’s efforts so they can see what its accomplishment is.
TRINA: It could be the presidency, although I’ve never smelled that accomplishment up close.
SETH: No, I think it’s victory in a senatorial race.
SHELLY : Whatever it is, it’s really a big one.
ERIK looks at the three other dog owners with incredible revulsion on his face—just as his leash moves
away from the spot. The three watch with anticipation as ERIK reaches into his pocket and pulls out a
baggie. As he reaches down to the spot, he secretly releases a couple of Play-Doh logs on the floor, then
picks them up in the plastic bag, obviously trying not to touch them.) Yuck. I hate this part. (He gingerly ties
off the bag or seals it. SHELLY, TRINA, and SETH are aghast.)
SETH: What are you doing?
ERIK: Uh, sorry…is there a trash can around here? PPO and I are on our way to meet Jesus, and I wouldn’t
want to be carrying this dog poop in my pocket when he greets me with a hug.
END
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group.
www.YouthSpecial ties.com .

Nothing compares to you Handout
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Nothing compares to you Handout
First, talk about this—
• What is the most valuable thing in your life?
• Why is it valuable?
Now choose one of the two passages, and read it. Then talk
about the questions or statements that follow. Jot down some
of your thoughts or something memorable that one of you
may say.
Philippians 3:2-6
• Who are the “dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of
the flesh”? (verse 2) Why does Paul call them that?
• Why does Paul call the Philippians “the circumcision”? (verse
3)
• How might Paul or anyone else “put confidence in the flesh”?
(verse 4) Why does Paul say he has more reason to put
confidence in the flesh?
Philippians 3:7-11
• What does Paul think of all his achievements now? Why?
• From where did Paul formerly believe he gained his
righteousness? From where does he gain it now and how?
• What is the result of his new knowledge?
• Why does Paul say he wants to share in Christ’s sufferings?
• How might Paul become like Christ?

Finally...
• Anything in these verses that’s a puzzle to you? That just doesn’t make sense?
• What one thing got your attention most of all in these verses? Why did it affect you like it did?
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group.
www.YouthSpecial ties.com .

What did Paul mean ? Handout

What did Paul mean? Handout
Hard questions in Philippians 3
Have someone in your group read St. Paul’s letter to Christians
in Philippi, chapter 3 verses 2-11 aloud.
• Say you don’t have a background like Paul’s—no impressive
list of things that you were born into or achieved. Does that
mean it may actually be easier for you than it was for Paul to
accept God’s gifts? What light do Jesus’ words in Luke 18:
18-25 shed on this question?
• A lot of people are put off by Paul because at first reading, he
comes across as so black and white—at least in the letters he
writes. To such people, this passage is an example of that:
whatever was once a credit to Paul, he discounts it as dog poop
(which is what the Greek word actually suggests—rubbish just
doesn’t do justice to Paul’s intensity)—worthless, stinky, not
even good for fertilizer. Just toss it, the sooner and farther away
the better.
So what is Paul recommending here? That you gather however
many or few accomplishments you’ve achieved (high GPA…first
string soccer team…a job you worked hard to get, that pays well
more than minimum wage) or benefits you’ve inherited (good
looks…natural talent…a two- or three-car family that can buy you
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pretty much what you want without straining the budget)—and
walk away from them? Deny them? Throw them away? As noble as Paul’s recommendations sound, wouldn’t
most people call you ungrateful and irresponsible if you did what he said? Talk about this.
• What other conflicting feelings do you have about being asked to treasure Christ more than anything else? Is
this practical? What does this look like in today’s world?
• In what ways did Paul demonstrate that he treasured Christ more than anything else? Could you imitate any of
these ways if you wanted to? Which ones? How?
• Spend a few minutes with these historical people who demonstrated their love and desire for God more than
anything else (and do we mean anything):
—A patriarch. Genesis 22:1-13
—A mother. 1 Samuel 1
—A whore. Luke 7:36-50 and Matthew 26:6-13
Could you imitate any of these acts of love? Do you think God wants you to?
• Write a letter to Paul about why a student today could be expected to actually treasure Christ above all else.
Or to what degree a student today could do this. Or why a student today could not do this.
From Creative Bib le Lessons in Galatians and Phi l ipp ians. Perm ission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer’s own youth group.
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