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Galatians (yes, the whole book)
Genesis 15-17

Exodus 23:20-24:18
During this session students will—

» Recognize that the root of Christianity is Judaism, as unfolded in the Hebrew Bible (the Christian’s Old
Testament).

* Feel the tension of early Christ-followers as they sorted out which acts and teachings from their religious
heritage were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, therefore freeing them from carrying the burden of flawless
obedience to the whole Law of Moses.

Get in the Galatians mood
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Read the entire book of Galatians at one sitting in The Message (Eugene H.
Petersen, NavPress), the Contemporary English Version of t he New Testament (American
Bible Society), or another contemporary language translat ion of the Bible.

Here are a few zinger quotes from the apostle Paul in The Message to shake you
into the read-through—

« “As for those who were considered important in the church, t heir reputation doesn’t
concern me. God isn't impressed with mere appearances, and n either am |. And of
course these leaders were able to add nothing to the message | had been preaching.”

» “This great Message | delivered to you is not mere human opti mism. | didn’t receive it
through the traditions, and | wasn’t taught it in some school . | got it straight from God,
received the Message directly from Jesus Christ.”

* “l am emphatic about this. The moment any one of you submits t 0 circumcision or any
other rule-keeping system, at that same moment Christ's har d-won gift of freedom is
squandered.”

* “When you attempt to live by your own religious plans and pro jects, you are cut off
from Christ, you fall out of grace

* “Why don’t these agitators, obsessive as they are about cir cumcision, go all the way
and castrate themselves!”

* “Why don’t you choose to be led by the spirit and so escape the erratic compulsions of
a law-dominated existence?”

* “l am set free from the stifling atmosphere of pleasing othe rs and fitting into the little
patterns that they dictate.”

Inform your teaching

About this letter...

Paul's letter to the Galatians, among the most important of early Christian writings, affirms salvation by grace
alone—a salvation apart from the Law of Moses, so that believers are free to serve one another in love.

This letter is more than a Magna Carta of spiritual emancipation, more than what Martin Luther called “his
epistle” (in Luther's commentary on Galatians, he described himself as married to the letter). This letter can
reveal Paul as a soulmate to your students: his teachings in Galatians on the law and grace, on spiritual
childhood and adulthood, on how one can navigate this terrain—this is precisely what adolescents are dealing
with as they struggle to differentiate and individuate themselves from their parents and other “laws” that govern
their childhood.

In short, Paul's letter to the Galatian Christians is a passionate defense of his gospel, which says that we
live for God only by faith in Jesus Christ and not by performing the Jewish law—or any other law that says we
earn our place in God’s salvation by what we do.

What we know, what we don’t know
Scholars aren't certain—

» How the chronologies of Galatians sync with the Acts stories of Paul’'s journeys.

* Whether Paul wrote to the churches in northern or southern Galatia.

» Whether he wrote itin A.D. 49 before the ruling of the council at Jerusalem regarding Christian freedom
from the Law of Moses or in A.D. 56 after the council had spoken.

What we do know with fair certainty—

» Paul made several trips into Asia Minor, where Turkey is today, and helped set up churches throughout
the region—including churches in northern and southern Galatia, a Roman-owned territory since 25
B.C.

» New Christians in those churches were being persuaded that believers had to be circumcised before
they were really right with God.

» Paul had heard that those to whom he had preached were questioning whether he had taught them the
true gospel.

» Paul, passionately distraught for his converts’ spiritual safety and irate at the false teachers (called
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Judaizers), writes his letter to the churches in Galatia to sort out the mess.
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[simulation option]

It’'s tough to break a two-millennium habit

As students settle down, start handing out Interplanetary Peace Corps
Handout (page 14) and say—

. pencils Exploring the Bible can feel alien to those of us who
. copiesof Interplanetary Peace aren’t scholars. What would it feel like if you were attempti ng
Corps Handout (page 14) to communicate Earth ideas and customs to people on
another planet?
Form groups of no more than five to run through this 10-minute simulation of just such
an experience. One member can record the group’s ideas on her handout, and one member

can summarize the exercise when the group gathers together a gain.

Brief the group on the simulation. Then transition to a second opener or to an In the Book option by saying—

God had the task of forming a people who would bring his messag e of salvation to the
world. It certainly hasn’t gone off without a hitch.

[game option]

Dicing the Dictionary

Once students settle, distribute Dicing the Dictionary Handout (page 15).
Let your students know whether you want them to complete the sheet
independently or in groups. Say something like—

. Esggfof Dicing the Dictionary We're beginning a study of Paul's letter to the Galatians.
Handout (page 15) for each student That means we're in for an adventure with words and
concepts rooted in Paul's Jewish upbringing. Just for fun,
let's start with a little word play ourselves. Using the hand out and conferring with someone
sitting near you, discuss for five minutes the meaning of som e distinctive words.

Here are the answers (as if you really need them).

e circumcision —the removal of foreskin

» Jews —all of the above (people who worshiped God, who was known then as Yahweh ...people who
were God’s chosen...people who used to be known as Hebrews or Israelites)

» Gentiles —people who were not Jews

« justification —being pronounced legally innocent of wrongdoing

* righteousness —following divine or moral law

* emasculate —castrate

* revelation —all of the above (a book of the Bible...a giving of knowledge...a sudden awareness)

* redeem —free someone by paying their ransom

» covenant —a binding agreement

e transgression —a sin

* mediator —a person who acts as a bridge between others
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» gospel —all of the above (good news...the story of Jesus Christ...a type of music)

[impromptu panel option]

S.W.W.F. (Spiritual World Wrestling Federation)

For this pre-fight interview with Abraham Road Dog, Moses the Slasher, and
Big Boss Man Paul, you'll need the help of three students. The readers have
to be able to put out the raw-meat hype of World Wrestling Federation stars
- four copies of S.W.W.F. (Spiritual |and announcers. It works best with a quick rehearsal—though if your student
World Wrestling Federation) actors are naturals, they can probably do it impromptu.
Script (page 16) When you've completed the reading, you could say something like—

The tension between WWF competitors is, of course, staged. T he tension between Paul
and Jewish Christians who were polluting the message of salv ation by grace through faith
alone was real and complex. As we read most of Galatians in the next few weeks, you'll hear
Paul rabidly defend his gospel message and his authority to p reach the gospel. He'lleven
stoop to name-calling and calling curses down on the agitato rs. It could seem very much
like the interview we just heard—in fact, most of the words of Abraham, Moses, and Paul
were right out of The Message, an in-your-face translation of the Bible.

[small group Bible-snooping option]

What's this “gospel” Paul is so fired up about?

Say something to this effect—

To understand the gospel (from a Greek word that means

. Bibles good news ) you first need to understand what  covenants
« pencils are—especially what covenants meant to first- century Jews
« a copy of What's this gospel Paul To make a covenant with someone means to be in
is so fired up about? Handout agreement with that person about pledges made to each
(page 18) for each student other. Covenants, or alliances of friendship, between
individuals or nations have always been accompanied by sole mn rituals—choosing a sign
or symbol of the covenant, making a sacrifice, and taking an o ath to keep the covenant.

Those who enter into a covenant together expect benefits to ¢ ome to them. Those
who break covenants expect punishment—even death. In ancie nt times covenant rituals

included killing an animal, which as much as said, “If | don’t do what I've said I'll do, make
me like this animal.”
Everything God does is based on covenant. If you think back ov er Bible stories you

know, you'll find lots of covenant making.

» God made a covenant with the whole earth in front of Noah afte r the flood, promising to
never destroy the earth again by a flood. His solemn sign was t he rainbow.

» Abraham and God entered into a covenant that was one-sided— from God to Abraham—
assuring Abraham of descendants numbering more than the sta rs. The solemn sign
was several animals cut in half that God passed between while Abraham slept.

* Moses mediated a covenant between God and Israel when he rec eived the stone tablets
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on Mt. Sinai. The solemn sign was animal blood sprinkled over all the people and the

book of the covenant.

* Prince Jonathan made a covenant with David to defend him fro m his enemies. His solemn

sign was buckling his sword on David’s waist.

» God later made a covenant with the same David that there woul d always be a king from his

family ruling over Israel. His solemn symbol was that God’s | ove would never leave

David or David’'s descendants—of whom Jesus is one.

» Jesus started what he called the New Covenant at dinner with his disciples the night
before he died. His solemn symbol was the bread he passed arou nd and the cup of

wine they shared together.

The idea of a covenant with God is a Jewish tradition that has b ecome central to
Christianity too.

In small groups, let’s talk more about how parts of Israel's h istory inform our Christian
faith.

Form small groups of five to 10 people and give them pencils, Bibles, and What's this gospel Paul is so
fired up about? Handout (page 18). Make sure they or you read the simple instructions at the top of the

sheet.

Jewish Prayer, the Origin of Christian Liturgy

Your church may regularly recite a version of the Lord’s prayer during worship services. If so, your students may

already know it. For groups unfamiliar with the prayer, print it on poster board or an overhead so everyone

participating feels certain they'll say the correct words. Say to the students—

Among the gifts to Christianity from Hebrew worship of the li ving God is the format for
the Lord’s Prayer. From the “Our Father,” which mirrors the J ewish understanding of God
as our Father, to the closing worship in the phrase “Thine is t he power and glory forever,
amen,” this prayer that Jesus taught his disciples fit in wit h the way they were used to
praying as devout Jews. We'll pause till next week in our stud y of Galatians by saying the

Lord’s Prayer together.

Session 1 Hand-Outs
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Interplanetary Peace Corps Handout

It's the far distant future when young adults routinely serve on
interplanetary service missions.

In two months your team will be leaving for an extended stay on a
planet among a people whose population has been decimated
by tribal warfare and a superstition-based religion. They are
scientifically illiterate, so they regularly sacrifice their strongest
and most beautiful to appease the gods of sun, rain, harvest,
and fertility. They have no idea of planets, let alone that beings
like themselves could travel through space to help them.

Your goal is to bring peace among the tribes and educate them
to live in their world wisely and safely. Your first task will be to
form a coalition of members from at least one tribe, and to
introduce an appropriate ritual that will cement their loyalty to the
coalition, and be a symbol identifying them to all others. As
individuals from any tribe join the coalition—and your goal is for
all the peoples to join together—they will participate in the same
ritual.

» Describe the ritual your team chooses.

» What about this ritual will cement loyalty, as opposed to merely
interesting people in what you're doing?

» How will your team participate in this ritual?

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page
granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group. www.YouthSpecialties.com.

Dicing the Dictionary Handout
Circle or check the definition that makes most sense to you. Or
cross out the definitions that make least sense to you. Or write,
cast, and stage a musical comedy that uses eight of these 12
terms. Or, of course, you can just talk about them.
circumcision
a circular cut
a circular saw
the removal of foreskin
a knight named Komcision
Jews
people who worshiped God, who was also known as “Yahweh”
people who were God’s chosen
people who also used to be known as Hebrews or Israelites
all of the above
Gentiles
people who were not Jews
people who were gentle
people who were sissies
all of the above
justification
to be declared legally innocent of wrongdoing
the act of taking a vacation
the act of making a rude noise
the act of making up an excuse
righteousness
the habit of turning to the right
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the habit of repeatedly saying, “"RIGHTEOUS!”
being right-handed
following divine or moral law
emasculate
make into a man
castrate
wear a mask and be late
have body odor
revelation
a book of the Bible
a giving of knowledge
a sudden awareness
all of the above
redeem
stick a coupon on someone’s forehead
free someone by paying their ransom
deem someone again
spank someone really hard
covenant
an ark
a type of cove
a binding agreement
a witches’ gathering
transgression
a sin
a train to Gression
a change of clothes
a form of oatmeal
mediator
a person who is related to a gladiator
a person who has ear wax
a person who works in the media
a person who acts as a bridge between others
gospel
good news
the story of Jesus Christ
a type of music
all of the above

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.

www.YouthSpecialties.com.
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S.W.W.F. (Spiritual World Wrestling

Federation) Script
Prefight interview with —
» Abraham Road Dog
* Moses the Slasher
* Big Boss Man Paul
Moderated by —
* Youth leader
To be read with the fervency usually reserved for the World
Wrestling Federation stars and
announcers.
Youth leader: Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. We have
with us tonight three of the top celebrities in the Spiritual World
Wrestling Federation. The man all Jews and Palestinians call
father, the spiritual father of all Christ-followers, and the friend of
God—Abraham Road Dog, the faithful.
Abraham: Alllknow is God said to me, “lam God almighty! |
will greatly increase your numbers. You and your family rule! My
agreement to back you is forever. And | give you the name
Abraham Road Dog because you'll be on the circuit for me,
heading for the Promised Land.” Yeah!
[Genesis 17:1-8]
Youth leader: Thank you, Father Abraham—uh, Road Dog.
Across the room is revered religious leader of Middle Eastern peoples, divine law giver, writer of the first five
books of the Bible, and the only person who's talked with God face to face and lived—Moses the Slasher.
[Exodus 3:11]
Moses: This same God of Abraham told me, “I'm guarding your way until you get to the Promised Land. | will
be an enemy to any who oppose you and wipe them out! | will send terror ahead of you and throw your enemies
into confusion.” Now that’'s what I'm talking "bout!
[Exodus 23:20-27]
Youth leader: And finally, the referee for the upcoming matches between Road Dog and the Slasher, the man
who articulated the relationship of Abraham’s faith with Moses’ Law for Christ-followers—Big Boss Man Paul,
the apostle.
Paul: The rumor that | continue to preach the ways of the Slasher—circumcision—is absurd. Why, then, would |
still be booed out of the ring by fans of the Slasher? If | were preaching that old message, no one would be
offended if Imentioned Road Dog’s faith in some watered-down, staged TV coverage. Why don't these slavish
17groupies of the Slasher—obsessive as they are about circumcision go all the way and castrate themselves!
Galatians 5, The Message]
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Youth leader: Wait a minute. How can you be a fair referee in
the fight between Road Dog and the Slasher when you're so
obviously a Road Dog fan?
Paul: Because the Slasher’s fans have completely missed the
point God made with the Slasher by requiring Christ’s followers
to be circumcised. The motives of these heretical fans is rotten.
They want SWWF fighters everywhere to always depend on
them for managing the Spiritual World Wrestling fights so that
they'll feel important. And they want every contestant to be cut,
according to their rules, to qualify before God as a Spiritual
World Wrestler, when God’s qualifications are simply to come to
him through faith alone.

[Galatians 4, The Message]
Youth leader: There’s no question about it. These next few
weeks of competition between Road Dog and his path of faith,
and the Slasher’s apparent requirement for circumcision, are
going to be passionately emceed for us by the Boss Man. Thank
you, gentlemen.
Abraham: I'm not afraid to say it right out loud. | was slashed—
er, circumcised. But that whole bit came after | believed God. It
was when I believed God that he told me he counted me as
righteous.
[Genesis 15:6; 17:9-13]
Paul: That's right. Keeping rules—even when they're rules God
himself makes—doesn’t mean you're livin’ by faith.
[Galatians 3]
Youth leader: Thank you, Big Boss Man.
Paul: Because of Christ's sacrifice, Road Dog’s blessing of being in the family that rules is available for all
wrestlers and fans.
[Galatians 3]
Youth leader: Yes, wellit's time to—
Paul: I'm talking here, okay? I'm sayin’ we're all able to receive God'’s life, his Spirit, in and with us, by
believing—just the way Road Dog received it.
[Galatians 3]
Youth leader: Uh, that's it for this week, fans—unless, uh, any of our guests have anything else to say...
Paul, Moses, Abraham: (ad lib) Us? No, nothin’ more | wanna say...Nope, that's it for me... Can’t think of
anything at the moment...How 'bout you, huh?
END

From Creative Bible Lessons in Galatians and Philippians. Permission to reproduce this page granted only for use in the buyer's own youth group.
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What's this “gospel” Paul is so fired up

about? Handout
Check out how America’s most popular holidays got their start
(Hallmark should be grateful).
The Easter bunny was introduced to American folklore by
German settlers who arrived in the Pennsylvania Dutch country
during the 18 th century. The children believed that if they were
good, the “Oschter Haws” would lay a nest of colored eggs.
The American Santa Claus grew out of the tradition of a Dutch
legend of Sinter Klaas, brought by settlers to New York in the 17
th century.
Halloween history includes the ancient Celtic people dressing
up in costumes on October 31 to confuse and ward off evil
spirits.
What traditions that you honor had their start in some
other culture or way of life?
Genesis 15:1-6 and Genesis 17:1-14
OR
Exodus 19:3-8 and Exodus 24:3-8
Choose the Genesis covenant or the Exodus covenant, then
talk about some of these questions regarding the covenant
you chose. You may want to jot down some insights your

group comes up with, or something memorable that one of you says.

* Who was involved in the covenant?

» What seemed to prompt the covenant?

* How long would the covenant last?

» What promises were made?

* Did this covenant have a solemn sign? If so, what was it?

If you chose the Exodus covenant, now read Matthew 26:26-28 and talk about this question:

» What seeds from God’s covenant with Israel show up full-grown in Jesus’ new covenant?

Enter Paul on the gospel stage

Now that you see how the stage is set for the gospel of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, read

Acts 13:16-39.

* Verse 26: To whom is Paul giving his message of salvation?

» Verses 27-30: To what is Paul referring when he says “they carried out all that was written about Jesus”?

» Paul clearly saw Jesus’ coming as the fulfilment of God’s promises of salvation to Israel and all humankind.

What steps in Israel’s history led up to Jesus coming as the savior?

Now read Colossians 2:9-15 .

» How does the message that Paul is preaching in Acts 13:38-39 fit in with what he wrote in Colossians 2:

13-14 about Christians being circumcised by Christ as a result of his death and resurrection?

Finally...

» Anything in these verses that's a puzzle to you? That just doesn’'t make sense?

» What one thing got your attention most of all in these verses? Why did it affect you the way it did?
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